
                           

 
 
 
    
 
 
 

 
To Whom It May Concern: 

The Florida Marine Science Educators Association (FMSEA) is a nonprofit, professional association of 
educators across Florida representing elementary through university-level institutions, as well as 
aquariums, museums, marine labs, zoos, nature centers, reserves and marine sanctuaries. FMSEA is 
dedicated to promoting marine education in Florida in hopes to create a more ocean literate citizenry. 
FMSEA is a regional chapter of the National Marine Educators Association (NMEA); which is made up of 
members from around the world working together to advance the understanding and protection of our 
freshwater and marine ecosystems. From scientists working in the deep sea to students studying 
underwater archeology in the Great Lakes, NMEA members are dedicated to making known the world of 
water, both fresh and salt.   

Each year at the Annual Conference we hold a silent auction to raise money for need-based scholarships for 

educators to attend the following year’s conference and other professional development opportunities 

throughout the year. We depend on the generosity of organizations such as you for donations to the auction.  

This year’s conference is being held in St Augustine, May 4-7, with the theme On the First Coast: Shining Light on 

Ocean Literacy.  We are excited to be working with St. Johns State College and Guana Tolomato Matanzas 

National Estuarine Research Reserve as venues for the conference and the Hampton Inn & Suites Vilano Beach 

as our Conference Hotel. Sessions include multi-disciplinary approaches to teaching and learning, while focusing 

on models, curriculum and programs that motivate learners to make positive choices that promote sustainability 

of our aquatic resources.  

Budgets are tight and scholarship requests are just as high as last year.  Your silent auction donations help 

educators who may not otherwise have the resources to expand in their professional development.  If you are 

able to donate to this worthy endeavor, you can fill out the donation form found at 

https://goo.gl/forms/mkVmGFAKF9fV5O8Z2 

If you or another staff member is attending the conference you can bring the donation with you and drop it off 

at the conference registration table.  If you are unable to attend the conference this year but would still like to 

donate please mail your item to Brandon Smith, Attn: Silent Auction, 840 Forrest Ave, Cocoa, FL 32922 or email 

me at eastcentral@fmsea.org to see if we have a member in your area that can pick up your donation.  Also, 

remember that FMSEA is a non-profit organization, and your donation may tax deductible (FEIN # 02-0638324). 

Thank you, 

Brandon Smith 
Florida Marine Science Educators Association 
Central East Region Director 
5355 US Hwy 1 
Rockledge, FL 32955 
(321)433-4490 
eastcentral@fmsea.org 


