
   

Beneath the Waves Youth Making Ripples 2015 Call for Submission 

What is Youth Making Ripples? 

 Beneath the Waves
TM

, Inc. is a non-profit organization that is run completely by graduate students and post-doctoral 

researchers dedicated to raising public awareness about marine conservation using film as a media platform. Beneath the 

Waves is in its 6
th

 of production, and has showcased 100’s of short films from students, scientists, and professional 

filmmakers at mini-festival around the world. In 2013–2014 we launched the Youth Making Ripples program which is an 

opportunity for K–12 students to serve as a voice for our oceans. The aim of the Beneath the Waves Youth Making 

Ripples film festival and competition is to engage K–12 students in marine science education and to highlight the 

importance of scientific research related to ocean and coastal communities. We are challenging educators and 

students to incorporate film into their curriculum by adopting a hands-on approach to marine science education using 

21
st
 century technology. Students can submit short films (< 5mins) on any marine science topic of their choice. Films 

that are selected as finalists will premiere at the flagship Beneath the Waves Youth Making Ripples Film Festival at the 

beginning of each year. 2013 was our inaugural year and we received 110 films from across the nation and in total 272 

students participated in the program. We believe that the incredible response to the inaugural year of the Youth Making 

Ripples film festival and competition demonstrates the need for such a program in K–12 classrooms not only to facilitate 

teaching, but to also engage students in cooperative, interactive, hands on learning opportunities.  

 

What are the Rules: 

 Student films (K-12) must be on a marine-related topic and less than 5 minutes in length.  

 Films must be submitted by December 5
th

 2015.  

 All entries must include the students name, email and school of attendance, and teacher contact information.  

 All entries must also include the Beneath the Waves film release form and be signed by a parent or guardian if 

the student is under the age of 18. The release form can be found at: 

http://www.beneaththewavesfilmfest.org/submit-a-film/ 

 All entries must adhere to copyright laws (see the documents on the Beneath the Waves website for 

more information) 
 Films may be submitted to youthmakingripples@gmail.com or by sending a DVD or thumb dive with the movie 

file to:  
Philip Gravinese and Dr. Lauren Toth 

Department of Biology 

Florida Institute of Technology 

150 West University Blvd. 

Melbourne, FL 32901 

What do you win?  

  Student films that are selected as finalists will debut to the public in January (date TBA) at Florida Institute of 

Technology’s main campus and via a live internet feed. Winners will be selected by both 1) panel of scientific judges and 

2) by audience votes. In 2014, we awarded $200 cash prizes to the winners for the best scientific message for both the 

elementary-middle school and high school categories. A $150 cash prize was awarded to the viewer choice winners. We 

also awarded $50 runner-up prizes in each of the aforementioned categories. The winning films will also have the chance 

to debut before an international audience at the annual Beneath the Waves, Inc. film festival in 2015 and will be included 

an online database for educators. If you have additional questions please email us at youthmakingripples@gmail.com.   
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