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Preface 
When I decided to research the history of FMSEA in 1991, it 

happened sort of by accident. I am a pack rat. Like my mom before 
me, I never throw anything away because "if I did I just know I 
would need it the next day'. I had accumulated a bunch of old news-
letters. I started to sort through them and the idea for a history 
was born. I started to ask questions. 

I sent the first draft of the history out in September of '93.1 
would like to acknowledge help from Pat Purcell, Mike Mullins, Ned 
Webster, John Booker and Karen Btyler whose comments were in-
valuable. Mark DeCrosta helped to write the introduction. 

Now I'm one of the "old salts" and the youngsters can swim 
circles around me and certainly outlast me at our social gatherings. 
But I cherish all my memories of every board meeting and confer-
ence. From sitting on the front porch swing at Crystal River, to hud-
dling from the cold after a dive there or in the Keys, to our 
sleepovers, I have many fond memories of my FMSEA days. But the 
most important are the things that I have learned. 

I learned to "Marinate" my curriculum at a SeaGrant 
meeting in 1980 when I was a yankee transplant. 
Assigned to teach Marine Biology in the days without 
a text, I eagerly sponged up everything I could and 
FMSEA became my lifeboat. Using a similar meta-
phor, I can say that as a workboat FMSEA provides 
me with the tools I need to teach my classes. But it 
also serves as a Research Vessel where I learn more 
than content; I learned to sail with the experts 
among the seas of organization and leadership skills. 
Finally, FMSEA is the best ever Pleasure Cruise. 

I hope you enjoy your voyage through these pages. I take 
credit for all the mistakes. If you find them, let me know. Perhaps I 
can fix them in the second edition. Meanwhile, get ready to sail. 
Climb aboard. 

Bon Voyage, 
Carol Leonard 

«as* 
Tryinjto 

"Mutaatt" 
Youi CuiricuJoui? 



/f 

/ 

FMSEA Regions 

1. Panhandle:Escambia, Santa Rosa, Okaloosa, Walton 
Holmes, Washington, Bay, Jackson, Calhoun, Gulf, Liberty, 
Madison, Lafayette, Dixie, Franklin, Gadsden, Wakulla, 
Leon, Jefferson, Taylor 

2. North: Hamilton, Suwanee, Columbia, Gilchrist, Union, 
Bradford, Alachua, Levy, Putnam, Marion 

3. Crown: Nassau, Duval, Baker, Clay, St. Johns 

4. East Central: Flagler, Volusia, Lake, Sumter, Seminole, 
Orange, Osceola, Brevard 

5. West Central: Pasco, Pinellas, Hillsborough, Polk, Hardee, 
Highlands, De Soto, Citrus, Hernando 

6. Southwest: Manatee, Sarasota, Charlotte, Glades, Hendry, 
Collier, Lee 

7. Southeast : Indian River, Okeechobee, St. Lucie, Martin, Palm Beach, 
Dade, Broward, Monroe 
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Foreword 
Tracking down thirty years of FMSEA history has truly been a 

"labor of love" for its author Carol Leonard. A valuable part of the 
organization's history herself, Carol has been searching for and 
contacting numerous key people in FMSEA's past for several years. 
She has picked the brains of many a past president to discover lots 
of information and anecdotes and motivated many to carefully 
search through old files for remnants of FMSEA's thirty years of 
promoting marine education. Personal curiosity and lots of dedica-
tion have led Carol to salvage bits of our past that may have other-
wise been lost. The history within these pages can only serve to 
motivate those of us that are part of the organization today to con-
tinue to improve marine education for years to come. 

FMSEA's past is rich in individuals whose contributions have 
arisen out of true devotion to marine education here in Florida. 
From the small group of educators who gathered thirty years ago to 
this year's conference attendees, FMSEA has always been a "labor of 
love" for those who have seen a need to bring together those inter-
ested in the study and enjoyment of fresh water and marine envi-
ronments. It has been a pleasure to be part of an organization that 
works to provide a network for marine educators to share their 
knowledge, methods, and ideas. 

As you turn through the pages of our history, I encourage you 
to not only reflect upon the path FMSEA has taken over the past 
thirty years, but also to look ahead to the next thirty and more 
years and the role each of us can play in the future of marine educa-
tion in the state of Florida. 

Happy Anniversary FMSEA! 

Kathy Russell 
President 1997-98 



Introduction 

Celebration and Commitment: 
A Chapter Looks at Thirty. 

"Mother, Mother Ocean, I have heard your call..." As in the 
words of Jimmy Buffet, the ocean has inspired many people in their 
own way. Over a generation ago, a group of educators was inspired 
to create one of the first marine science/ environmental education 
professional organizations. Thus was the formation of the Florida 
Marine Science Education Association, known as FMSEA. In 1968, 
predating the first Earth Day, the informal association began. Ma-
rine educators from around the state, especially those in the newly 
created Marine Science Stations started annual get-togethers to 
share ideas. Soon, a formal organization elected officers, albeit not 
really with regards to "Robert's Rules". Yearly conferences were held 
and a newsletter circulated. 

In 1989, regional directors were selected who later were added 
to the Board of Directors. The Board accomplished most of the 
tasks of running the organization until the 1990s when the transi-
tion from a workgroup of the Board as a whole to working groups 
began with the conference committees that several presidents cre-
ated. In 1996, the Curriculum Review Committee worked with 
Florida DOE on the creation of the new Marine Science I and II 
courses. The DEP Permit Workshop Development Committee met 
throughout 1996 and 1997 to get our Marine Science Educators 
Collecting Permit Workshops underway. 

While the major project each year is still the annual conference, 
FMSEA has evolved into a multifaceted association. In 1986 began 
an awards program for Marine Educator of the Year and, in 1993, 
the Service to FMSEA Award. After our first silent auction in 1990, 
we created a student scholarship program awarding excellence in a 
Science or Service project. Three consecutive SouthEast Regional 
"Ocean Celebrations" helped us to establish a trust fund dedicated to 
providing funding for professional development activities of our 
members. 
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To increase awareness o f and promote our organization, FMSEA 
has hosted receptions at other education conferences. In 1993 we 
held a well attended reception during the NSTA regional meeting in 
Orlando. 

The yearly fal l FAST conference is the place fo r a j o i n t FMSEA-
LEEF reception. Although the format changes year to year, this is a 
definite "look forward to it" place to be. 

S 

In 1989, FMSEA played hosts t o the National Marine Educators 
in Miami and received the membership wheel in 1989-90 fo r the 
chapter with the most new members fo r NMEA. 

Now, in our th i r t ie th year, 1998, FMSEA continues to grow and 
to be devoted to Marine Sdence education in the state o f Florida. 



Logo: A distinctive company signature, 
trademark, colophon, nameplate, etc. 

The earliest Littoral Drift that I have is from 1973. Each edi-
tion was decorated with artwork chosen by the editor until about 
1981 when a wave graced the cover. 
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From the spring of 1981 
until March 1987 the ship's 
wheel served on newsletters 
and letterheads. 

The current logo was adopted for the 
1989 National conference in Miami 
and was chosen, with the addition of 
the FMSEA letters, as our organization's 
pin. Wear it proudly. 

LORIDfl'S 
FRAGILE 
PARADISE 
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FMSEA First! 

In 1968, FMSEA sent out it's roots. 
Marine educators from around the state 
gathered together in a mutual support group. 
Hard work by many individuals, especially 
John Beakley, had helped to set up several 
Marine Science stations around the state of 
Florida. Educators found they faced similar 
problems and revelled in the companionship of their colleagues. 
Several meetings on Singer Island, at St. Petersburg and on 
Hutchinson Island happened before the organization formallized 
with election of officers, etc. Pat Purcell, Bill Hammond and Ned 
Webster can tell tales of these early days. A conference was held on 
Sanibel Island in 1972. 

In 1971 Ned Webster attended a National Marine Saence in 
Education Conference in Beaufort, N.C. where a Steering Committee 
formed to begin the National Marine Educators Association, which 
was officially founded in 1972 with their first conference in 1976 at 
Pacific Grove, California. 

Other marine science education organizations were also in their 
infancy and these later became our fellow chapters of the NMEA. 
Massachusetts Marine Educators formed in 1969 and New Jersey in 
1973. There is an interesting history of NMEA that was published in 
Vol. 8, No. 2 of Current in 1988. 

The first Earth Day was celebrated nationally in 1970. The 
Clean Water Act of 1970 was soon followed by the Marine Mammal 
Protection Act of 1972 and the Endangered Species Act of 1973. It 
was an exciting productive time. 

Isn't it wonderful to know that here in Florida marine educa-
tors were then, and remain today, at the "head of the class"? Happy 
Thirtieth Anniversary, FMSEA. 
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FMSEA is a Chapter of the 
National Marine Educators Association. 
NMEA brings together those interested in 
the study and enjoyment of the world of 
water. Affiliated with the National Science 
Teachers Association, NMEA includes professionals 
with backgrounds in education, science, business, 
government, museusms, aquariums, and marine 
research, among others. Members receive Current 
The Journal of Marine Education, NMEA News, 
and discounts at annual conferences. The 22nd 
Annual NMEA Conference will be held in Humacao, 
Puerto Rico August 3-7, 1998. 

Jackie Fletcher is our NMEA Representative. 



Awards 
Beginning in 1986, the Outstanding Marine Educator has been se-
lected each year. This award goes to someone who has proven to be 
an effective and innovative teacher (at any grade level) and whose 
contribution to Marine Science Education has been evidence of supe-
rior performance and dedication. Renamed the Marine Educator of 
the Year Award, a plaque is presented at our spring conference. 
Congratulations again to the recipients of this prestigeous award. 

Outs tanding Marine Educators: 

Bill Haynes Ned Webster 

Sande Haynes Karen Blyler 

Joyce Taylor Frank Pittman 

Raymond Thacker Ted Adams 

Barbara Brammer Carol Leonard 

In 1993, i t was decided that our organization needed to recognize 
those individuals who had gone "beyond the call of duty". With a big 
Thank You for all they do, the following FMSEA members have re-
ceived this association service award. 

FMSEA Service Awardees: 

Mark DeCrosta R. Duncan Matthewson 

Ruth Burkett Carol Leonard 

Diane Lavarello 



* 

Marine educator role models: 
Winnie Wilson -For her dedication to education, she really lives it. 

(Don Stone) 

MaryAlice Fryar- She recommended I join FMSEA when I was a first 
fr year teacher in 1988. (Kathy Russell) 

•r Joyce Taylor - She encouraged me to swim harder and farther and to 
w try again if I didn't succeed the first time. (Carol Leonard) 

Diane Lavarello- She has the confidence in what she does and who 
she is. I've tried things because she told me about them. 
(Kathy Ford) 

Carol Leonard and Ray Thacker- Carol invited me to a board meeting 
during a FAST conference and the next thing I knew I was 
doing the newsletter. Between the board meetings and 
conferences, we've travelled all over the state and done a 
lot of "behind the scenes" things...that I never would have 

* done. (Ruth Burkett) 

Ned Webster- Since 1979, I've admired how he gets out and gets his 
« face wet with kids. (R. Duncan Matthewson) 

^ Bill Haynes - He has such a huge slide collection and he knows which 
_, is where. His organization is great. (Alison Rials) 

Mike Mullins, Randy Stovall and Bill Haynes- Because I've learned so 
much from them. There was no Marine Biology book 
when I started and you had to feel it (points to heart) 
here to teach it. We stole everything we could and wrote 
our own coursebook. (Barbara Brammer) 

Dr. Diane Nelson and Dan Surber-1 met Dan when I was teaching 
•" biology at an inservice and he got me interested in Marine 
^ Biology. I ran into him three times that year and he urged 
W me to join FMSEA.(Diane Lavarello) 
* Who's yours? 



Silent Auction/'Student Scholarships 

In 1990, at our Crystal River conference, the f i rs t silent auc-
t ion was held and the proceeds were dedicated to the student awards 
program. At the 1997 Miami conference, a record $715.00 was 
raised. Thanks to all who contributed items and who bid on the 
items during the auction fun ! 

Each year entry forms are published in the 'Dri f t ' and our 
members are urged to distribute and publicize them as far and as 
wide as can be. The students are invited to enter either a SCIENCE 
PROJECT or a SERVICE PROJECT relating to the marine environment 
fo r considereation in the FMSEA awards program. 

There are three categories in our awards program, High School, 
Middle School, and Elementary School. All Florida students are eli-
gible t o apply. In the High School category, projects must be com-
pleted by individuals; no group projects are accepted. I f a group 
project is selected at the Middle School level, the prize will be 
awarded to the sponsoring teacher or organization. In the Elemen-
tary category, only group projects are accepted and the prize is 
awarded to the sponsoring teacher or organization. 

FMSEA is proud o f all our awardees as the quality o f the en-
tries keeps gett ing better and better. 

Many thanks ^o t o Karen Hamilton who has served as both 
Auction and Scholarship Committee Chairperson. Karen has made a 
great ef for t in the task o f organizing the entries so tha t a very diff i-
cult selection can be made. 

L08I01-S 



FMSEA Scholar Trust Fund 

The Board of Directors at its October 10, 1993 meeting voted 
to establish an environmental education trust fund in support of 
staff development which includes teacher in-service training and 
enhancement. This trust fund will assist school teachers and other 
environmental educators wishing to aquire new skills for teaching 
about the marine environment. Funds from FMSEA activities and 
matching funds from individual contributions and pledges from 
community organizations and corporate businesses will be sought as 
donations in support of environmental education and marine science 
education throughout Florida. All proceeds raised for this non-
profit trust funa can be declared as tax write-offs to the full extent 
of the 1RS code. The Board urges any donator to consult his tax 
advisor as to any changes in the 1RS tax code before taking action. 

A special thank you goes to R. Duncan Matthewson for his ef-
forts in helping to establish this fund. Duncan worked long and 
hard to allow the proceeds from three S.E.Regional meetings to be 
dedicated to this fwid. The first award was presented in 1997. 

Each year the application for this fund is published in the 
'Drift'. Any FMSEA member can apply for financial assistance for in-
service training and/or staff development activities for classroom 
and non-formal environmental educators involved in teaching ma-
rine and/or aquatic science in Florida. Individual awards will be pre-
sented to attend either an environmental in-service training pro-
gram or a professional conference. Awards may be used to cover 
registration, travel or accomodation costs. Applicants are encour-
aged to secure matching funds from sources other than FMSEA. 

All award winners must agree to make acknowledgement of 
FMSEA support in all activities related to the funded program, file 
copies with FMSEA of all products generated by the program, write a 
short report for the 'Drift' or present a session at the first FMSEA 
conference after completion of the program or project. 

LOHIDA'S 

u 



South East Regional Meetings 1994-96 
R. Duncan Matthewson guided FMSEA on a three year quest to 

establish our FMSEA Scholar Teacher Trust Fund using Marine Sci-
ence Education as the theme of "Ocean Celebrations" in February. 

"Exploration and Preservation of Inner Space" in 1994 brought 
keynote speaker Dr. Sylvia Earle, eminent deep sea explorer, marine 
biologist, and former chief scientist for NJOAA. During her evening 
slide show she recounted her amazing experiences. Sylvia was the 
first person to dive, untethered, in the open ocean at a depth of 
1,250 feet. She has spent many hours in deep sea submersibles. As 
NJOAA Chief Scientist she helped to assess the environmental damage 
resulting from the oil spills in the Gulf War and said that her trip 
made her aware of the urgency with which she needed to pursue 
conservation. From her address: 

"Our time is a very small fraction of the history of life that has come 
about and we share this point in time with a lot of creatures whose history 
preceeds ours by a great deal... We have come along when we don't have to look 
wistfully from the deck of a ship or peer longingly from a distance. There's just 
no excuse for not getting out there and to put on a face mask and flippers and 
jump in. If any of you have resisted so far, don't let any more time pass. Get 
with it. Tonight! Grab a face mask, at least, and go see what this planet is really 
about." 

Regarding the teacher trust fund: 
"I hope this idea is contagious ...not just for the oceans, not just for the 

Florida Keys, but for the planet as a whole and for people most of all. Everybody 
lives by the sea. We're all tied to it one way or the other even if people don't 
appreciate the tie, and that, again, is or\e thing that eminates from an occasion 
such as this. It's closing the loop, getting people to realize that they're part of 
the system that relates to the oceans." 

Some 500 students from all over Monroe County had direct 
contact with Dr. Earle. From Monroe County Superintendent Robert 
Walker: 

"It's important that our kids see real live heroes...other than (rock 
stars)....I'm excited about the enthusiam that she has generated with our chil-
dren in preparation for her visit. That makes a classroom come alive." 

Saturday morning the workshop continued with round table 
discussions at Banana Bay Resort followed by afternoon field trips to 
Crane Point Hammock and Pigeon Key. 
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The Second Annual "Ocean Week" S.E. Regional Conference was 
held in Islamora February 24-26, 1995. After friday evening at 
SeaBase, Saturday field trips and concurrent workshop demonstra-
tions and discussions, the evening program theme was "Ecosystem 
Restoration and Management in South Florida: A Look Into The Fu-
ture". With co-sponsorship of The Union Institute, this event helped 
to bring us closer to our goal to establish the FMSEA Scholar 
Teacher Trust Fund. 

After opening remarks by Dr. Tom Marcinkowski, then Presi-
dent-Elect of LEEF and Dr. Robert Conley, President, The Union Insti-
tute; we heard from keynote speaker Samuel E. Poole, III, Executive 
Director of the South Florida Water Management District. The close 
connnections between the Kissimmee River, Lake Okeechobee, the 
Everglades, Florida Bay and the Florida Keys reefs and the complexi-
ties of the issues involved in managing them were brought home to 
us all. 

Again, Duncan organized an impressive array of 36 professional 
educators, scientists and other interested persons to help make this 
workshop another big success. 

The Third Annual FMSEA S.E. Regional "Ocean Celebration" was 
held in Marathon on the 18th-21st of January, 1996. "Sustainable 
Tourism: Forming a Model in Maration and the Middle Florida Keys" 
was the theme for this workshop that emphasized "building bridges 
for maintaining a strong tourist maritime economy and a healthy 
marine environment in the Florida Keys". Again, a host of co-spon-
sors helped to bring us together at the Marathon Government Cen-
ter. 

On behalf of FMSEA, a grand 
Thank You to all who participated 
and helped make our trust fund reality. 



Overheard at FMSEA... 
(On doing the newsletter) "It was a hard job, but I learned an awful 
lot about what was going on throughout the state annd in marine 
science. I've learned all kinds of background information that I 
wouldn't have had otherwise." (Ruth Burkett) 
o ,m^ 

O n ° "Mark DeCrosta has the best fish shirts." 4 ^ mm 
'Janet Clarke was the absolute best at warm welcomes." 

Ray Thacker's first FMSEA conference was down at SeaBase. He re-
membered his first night dive. "It was me and one other guy and we 
had so much stuff - cameras, etc. - and not enough weight and when 
all the ladies showed up it was really embarrassing." o 

o ° Ô 
O 

"You know how good it made me feel? I met a former student 
O here who told me 'I wanted to be a Marine Biology teacher ever 

since I was in your class and now I'm teaching (it).'" (Barbara 
Brammer) 

o 

O 

O 

In Sarasota, "for the first time I saw it was possible to teach serious 
science through dance and music. In Russia, I never experienced 
this. I remember Jean's (Jean Knight) song. In Tampa, I learned a 
game about tides and used it with a college class. It was fun for 
them." (Vladinik Kosmynin) 

o 
O 

o o 
O, "You can't teach Marine Science without salt 

water on your face." (R. Duncan Matthewson) 

"I've been a member of NMEA since 1977 and joined FMSEA in 1982. 
When I was elected (President) it was still in those times that you 
had to go to the bathroom. I made the mistake of doing that in 
Jupiter and when I walked back into the room I heard 'Alrightl We're 
going to the keys'.' (John Booker) 



DEP/TMSEA 
Marine Science Educators Collecting Permit 

Workshops Begin in 1997 

The State of Florida scientific collecting permit covers the col-
lection and possession of indigenous saltwater organisms for experi-
mental, scientific, educational or exhibitional use. The permit's pri-
mary purpose is to ensure compliance with Florida saltwater fishing 
regulations and keep scientific collectors out of trouble with the 
Florida Marine Patrol. When conducting fish surveys, monitoring 
marine environments, or collecting specimens for permanent 
records and displays, scientists and educators collect fish and shell-
fish that would not be legal without the permit. 

The Division of Marine Resources permit program has existed 
since 1981. Fisheries and marine science researchers were the most 
numerous permit holders until 1995 when educators became the 
most numerous. In July 1995, the net ban was implemented. 
Awareness and improved understanding of the permit regulations 
were needed. At the April 1996 FMSEA conference, DEP's Fritz 
Wettstein and George Shipp proposed a new partnership between 
FMSEA and DEPthat would benefit us all. The ultimate goal is to 
develop best practices that minimize environmental impact when 
collecting for educational reasons. Special activities licenses for gear 
were combined with this collecting permit. 

The first workshop and facilitator training session was con-
ducted at the April 1997 FMSEA conference. Trained FMSEA mem-
bers are now available as facilitators to provide workshops which are 
offered at the spring FMSEA conference, the fall FAST conference, 
and at other times around the state. Workshop participants receive 
certification for marine species collecting. These certificates are 
valid for three years. 

The workshop training includes rationale for scientific collect-
ing, methods of minimizing environmental impact of collecting 
methods and gear, as well as details about Florida fisheries regula-
tions. 

Sign up for a workshop today! This permitting process helps to 
coordinate research activity, deter persons not conducting valid sci-
entific educational research and conserve Florida's valuable natural 
resources. 
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Board Meetings: All Work and No Play? 
Not the FMSEA Way! 
Our Board of Directors, as in other organizations, does the 

majority of the work of the organization during its meetings. The 
Board met each fall during the FAST conference, mid-year, and the 
evening before our spring conference. As the organization grew in 
size and responsibilities, we decided to make some of our meetings 
into "overnighters" to include both work time and time for socializ-
ing. The dates and details of meeting places are advertized in the 
'Drift' and interested FMSEA members are invited to attend. We 
encourage anyone who might be thinking about joining our board or 
volunteering for a committee to attend. This has become a produc-
tive team enbrt. 

These working weekends are planned to give us 
extended time to cover all the multitude of items on 
our ajenda as well as do some "behind the scenes" 
exploring. Our "sleepovers" began in October 
of '93 with a meeting at Silver Springs. In '94, 
'95 and '97 we were hosted by SeaWorld and 
experienced parts of their "Sleep with the 
Sharks" and other educational programs. 
In September '95, after an afternoon 

break for a Wilderness River Cruise and 
dinner, it was off to Weeki Watchee ^ 

Springs to spend the night in the exhibit * -
area which was definitely an interesting place for a sleepover. 

"My favorite was the floor of "Wild Artie" where 
we could visit with the Beluga whales all night 
long. The whales certainly paid attention when 
one of those humans sat up at night."(Ed.) 

Our January '98 meeting was held at the new 
DEP building at Cedar Key with the sleepover 
portion at the U.F. facility at the lighthouse on 
Seahorse Island just offshore in the Cedar Keys 
National Wildlife Refuge. 

'•'^tta, 
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w 'January '97 saw the coldest weekend of 
^ the year and everyone except Jean Knight 
^ and I wimped out when i t came time to 

jump in to swim with the manatees at 
Crystal River." (Carol Leonard) 

Though informal and fun, much strategic planning and decision 
making takes place. Pack your sleeping bag and watch the 
"Drift" for announcement of the next meeting. 

* 



Annual Conferences 

"Explore. See a different part of Florida. 
Renew the spirit. Learn. Get ideas for my 
class. Visit with old friends. Make new friends." 

Ask conference attendees why they came to an annual 
conference and you will get a myriad of answers. 

The major task for the FMSEA Board of Directors each year is 
our annual conference. This gathering of marine educators from far 
and near provides opportunities for all of the things listed above as 
well as a good helping of fun! Moved around the state, usually to 
the region where the current president lives, the conference has 
grown from a small "camping" experience to a major conference with 
its keynote speakers and concurrent sessions developed around the 
conference theme. Field trips allow for exploration of local attrac-
tions and sharing of pedagogy. Evening activities vary but all are 
plannned to include relaxation, socialization and fun. 

This section of our history should act as a reminder of great 
times for veteran members and encouragement for new and poten-
tial members to join us for the annual conference and become part 
of our "FMSEA Family." 
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1969-71 
The Beginnings 

There was no president or formal organization. 

Meetings of like-minded marine educators began 
in 1968. The first two meetings were held at 
Singer Island in Palm Beach and another was held 
at the Bay boro Campus of USF in St. Petersburg. 

The meeting "to plan the first Marine Science Con-
ference for the State of Florida was held at Riviera 
Beach February 18-19, 1969" (Robert Kitzmiiler) 

John Beakley is listed as the Chairman Pro Tern, 
Marine Science Education Association in a 1970 
FAST-FFFS Journal article about Environmental 
Education. (Robert Kitzmiiler) 

The May 1971 meeting was hosted by John 
Beakley at the old Coast Guard Station on the 
river on Hutchinson Island. "I consider John to be 
the founding father of Marine Education in the 
State as he made numberous trips to Washington 
to obtain funds to develop the Jacksonville Marine 
Science Center, the Crystal River Marine Science 
Station, and the Jupiter Inlet Lighthouse Station 
(no longer open). He was the major force in es-
tablishing FMSEA in 1968." (Pat Purcell) 

27 
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1971-72 
Ft. Myers 

Backcountry, 
Sanibel Island 

President: Bill Hammond 
Sec/Treas: Pat Purcell 
Membership Chair: Pat Purcell 

Conference lodging was at the Westwind and Island Inru 
hotels. Field trips included the lighthouse beach, Ding Darling Na-
tional Wildlife Refuge and Bowman's Beach. Attendees got a chance 
to work with then-new Lee County EE semi-programmed marine cur-
ricula materials including "Why is a Beach a Beach?" at the light-
house, "Who's who at the Beach?" at Bowman's Beach, and "Adapta-
tions: How to Make it in a Bird's World" at Ding Darling. Meetings 
were held in the community center. 

"Many of the roads on Sanibel were still not paved and the one 
to Capteva was almost in the water in places due to wave damage." 
(Mike Mullins) 

"In the early years, our annual meetings were very informal 
and we met to share what each other was doing, and to enjoy the 
beach and a few beers. We simply volunteered to host the next 
meeting. No formal elections. The Host was the President. As the 
organization began to develop we elected the person ... who left to 
relieve himself. When he came back to the gathering, he was in-
formed of his new office. As I remember, Bill was the first and I was 
the second to be elected in this manor. It worked then." (Pat 
Purcell) 
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1973-74 
Big Pine Key 

President: Ned Webster 
President-elect: Bob Bergen 
Secretary/Treasurer: Marge Gordon 
Membership Chair: Pat Purcell 

The annual conference was held May 17-19, 1974 
at Newfound Harbor Marine Institute on Big Pine Key. The theme of 
the conference was the formation of the Florida Keys. Activiies in-
cluded a slide lecture on local marine organisms by Bill Becker, ma-
rine biologist, and field trips to Cupon Bight and Looe Key. 

\ to 
mm fir 

WmMm 
•mm '** 

"We took turns putting out 3 newsletters which worked for an 
issue or two." (Ned Webster) "Due to a lack of Sunday gasoline sales 
(those members) beyond a one tank of gas in distance will have to 
stay overnight Sunday and drive home on Monday ."(Vol.2 No.2) 

There were 75 members in 1974 and dues were $2.00. The 
Spring 1974 newsletter mentions that Helen Webb did an informal 
history of FMSEA that I have not been able to locate.(Ed.) 
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1972-73 
Crystal River 

4 
w 

President: Pat Purcell 
Secretary^Treasurer: Pat Purcell 
Membership Chair: Pat Purcell 
Historian: Diana Kyle 

The business meeting was held in April 1973 at the • " 
Florida Power office in town. Conference activities were at the 
Crystal River Marine Science Station. 

\S\10KAt 
OK IFT 

At this meeting the by-laws and the 
Executive Committee were 
established. Volume one of our news 
named the Littoral Drift, went out. 

JOURNAL 

FLORIDA MARINE 
SCIENCE EDUCATION 

ASSOCIATION 

<4 

letter 9 ^ 

"I remember a boat trip with Mike Wallom who was 
working for Pat in those days and ...this was the time that Jack 
Rudloe was our guest. He had just established his Gulf 
Specimen Company and was so good at making up scientific 
names that he had to finally tell us when he was kidding." 
(Mike Mullins) 

-Z^-'Ef^yr!%\ Speciminus imaginarius 
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1974-75 Jensen Beach 

President: Bob Bergen 
Secretary/Treasurer: Marge Gordon 
Membership Chair: Ned Webster 

This conference had 75 registrants and 25 guests. After a lively dis-
cussion at the business meeting the dues were raised to $4.00. 

April 30-May 2, 1976 
Theme: 
The Urbanized Estuary 
Keynote Speaker: 
Dr. Joe Simon 
Invertebrate Biologist 
USF 

Field trip sites: 
The Energy Management 
Center, 
Cockroach Bay Center, 
The Courtney Campbell 
Causeway, and 
Tampa Bay (by boat) 

1975-76 Tampa 
President: Mike Mullins 
Secretary/Treasurer: Robin Lewis 
Membership Chair: Bob Bergen 
Editor: Marge Gordon 

Mike Mullins, then Marine Biology 
teacher at Jeffereson High School, was 
the first classroom teacher to become 
President. "The election process be-
came more formal with nominations 
and votesl Also, the tradition of the 
past president becoming the member 
ship chair began." (Mike Mullins) 



* , < b 

1976-77 
Miami 

"Competing Values for the Sea: 
Recreational, Technological, Research" 
April 29-May 1, 1977 Planet Ocean 
Virginia Key, Miami 

President: Bill Haynes 
Secretary/Treasurer: Alison Rand 
Membership Chair: Mike Mullins 
Editor: Frank Pittman 

Tours of the Planet Ocean facility, the Dade County Environ-
mental Education Center at Cran don Park, the U.S. Fisheries 
Laboratory, a behind-the-scences tour at Miami SeaQuarium 
and a snorkeling and sightseeing boat trip on which many 
suffered from 'mal de mer were highlights of this South Florida 
conference. Attendees could sample ecology lessons on a 
fossilized mangrove reef and by wading in a seagrass 
community. 

Note: A fall meeting was held in conjunction with FAST in 
October in Panama City Beach. It was at this meeting that the 
Life Membership dues category was established. 
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1977-78 
Marineland of Florida 
President: Pat Purcell 
Secretary/Treasurer: Mike Mullins 
Membership Chair: Bill Haynes 

This was a very cold, rainy weekend. Since the editor 
of the Drift gave it up after the Fall 1977 and there was 
no Drift pulished again until the Spring of 1979 it was not very well 
publicized. Only 20 people attended. Joe Holusky from SeaGrant 
was our host. Field trips included Marineland and a high (very high 
that weekend!) energy beach on the Palm Coast. 

1978-79 
Ft.Pierce/Jensen Beach 
The Barrier Island e ,? 
President: Frank Pittman ^^h 
Secretary/Treasurer: Barbara Holcomb 

Conference Chair: Marge Gordon 

This conference is reported in the Spring 1978 Littoral Drift. A 
visit to Harbor Branch Océanographie Institution and a great 
banquet at the Red Tailed Hawk in Ft Pierce were highlights. 
The Articles of Incorporation and the By-laws were adopted in 
principle, an editorial board was formed to publish the next few 
Drift issues and the state was divided into seven regions. This 
was a general reorganization of our organization. 

A closer relationship between those who teach about marine 
science and those who make their living from the sea was en-
couraged. 



1979-80 
Sarasota 

President: Alison Rand Qjjg y~n 
President-elect: Marge Gordon V"1- 7 
Secretary: Barbara Holcomb }~ J 
Treasurer: Bill Haynes J7^ 
Membership Chair: Mike Mullins 
Conference Chair: Mike Stuart 

Regional Directors: Pat Purcell, Fred Webb, Linda Pierce, Arilee Pol-
lard, Ed Kopf, Jo Scarborough 

U. S. President Jimmy Carter declared 1980 as "The Year of the 
Coast". FMSEA members and guests were invited to Sarasota on April 
24-27, 1980 for some "attitude adjustment", programs aboard the 
Carefree Learner, a marine vessel built by and for the students of 
Sarasota, and field trips with the Mote Marine Laboratory staff. 
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1980-81 
Crystal River 

President: Marge Gordon 
President-elect: Mike Stuart 
Secretary: Barbara Holcomb 
Treasurer: Bob Bergen 
Membership: Alison Rand 
Historian: Diana Kyle 

Regional Directors: Doris Collis, Pat Purcell, Fred Webb, Linda 
Pierce, Karen Blyler, Ed Kopf, Jo Scarborough. 

The April 24-26, 1981 conference included a Saturday night 
seafood buffet that is still talked about in FMSEA circles. It has 
never been equaled. (Ed.) 

During the business portion of the meeting, it was decided to 
raise the dues to $10.00. 

FMSEA members were excited for Marge as she received a grant 
to develop a Bibliography of Marine Education materials. 

We had 42 members. 



1981-82 
Apalachicola 

President: Mike Stuart ^_—j 
President-elect:Steve Bass u-f 
Secretary: Beth Huls 
Treasurer: Marge Gordonn 
Membership: Mike Mullins 
Historian: Diana Kyle 

Regional Directors: Bonnie Holub, Pat Purcell, Mike Mullins, 
Carol Leonard, Karen Blyler, Ed Kopf, Jo Scarborough, George Mann 

The April 30-May 1, 1982 conference was held at Apalachicola 
High School. Our speaker was Dr. Skip Livingston, noted authority 
on the Apalachicola basin, from Florida State University. Saturday 
was field trip day with a variety of trips including those to the FSU 
marine lab at Turkey Point and to St. George's Island. 
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1982-83 
Jonathan Dickinson 
State Park/ 
Jupiter Marine Center 

President: Steve Bass 
President-elect: Jean Smith m " 
Secretary: Beth Huls 
Treasurer/Membership Chair: Marge Gordon 
Historian: Diana Kyle 

Regional Directors: Bonnie Holub, Pat Purcell, Mike Mullins, 
Carol Leonard, Karen Blyler, Ed Kopf, Jo Scaraborough, George Mann 

The River of Turtles Conference was held April 29-May 1, 1983 
at Jonathan Dickinson State Park. This conference on the 
Loxahatchee River Area included a tr ip along the Barley Barber Cy-
press Boardwalk led by Pete Quincy, a Wild £r Scenic Canoe Trip 
down the Loxahatchee led by Bob Bergen and a wading and netting 
t r ip to identify fish of the Loxahatchee with Dr. Wilber Curliss. 
Saturday trips to Blowing Rocks were followed by slide shows and 
sessions. 

"This was my first FMSEA conference and I'll 
never forget the tr ip down the river. A relative new 
comer to Florida, I was amazed to experience the 
river, the snakes, the gators and the FMSEA spirit. I 
also made my very first Manatee Doll under the 
direction of Debbie Fritz. Since then, many a panty 
hose has been turned into a doll to strengthen 
manatee awareness"(Carol Leonard). 
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1983-84 
St. Petersburg 

? 

President: Jean Smith 
President-elect: Bill Drennon 
Secretary: Jerry Marsh 
Treasurer/Membership Chair: Mike Mullins 

The Role of Research in Marine Education 
April 26-29, 1984 
Department of Natural Resources Marine Research Laboratory 
and The University of South Florida, Bayboro Harbor, St. Pete 

The Edgewater Beach Inn, located right on Tampa Bay, was the 
host hotel for this conference. Attendees could learn or update 
their skills in salt water aquarium set up, construction of inexpen-
sive field equipment, photographing birds and marine organisms, 
algae collection and identification and estuarine fish identification. 
Deep water sampling from a research vessel was a field trip option 
under the guidance of staff from the University of Tampa. Small 
group sessions and a delicious seafood cook-out made this confer-
ence ship-shape! 

1 
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1984-85 
Key Largo 

President: Bill Drennon 
President-elect: Randy Stovall 
Secretary: Karen Blyler 
Treasurer/Membership Chain Alison Rand 

-o<4 » 

Field Studies in the Upper Keys 
April 1985 
Marine Resources Development Foundation/ Rock Reef Resort 

Those coming to this conference in the keys expecting to "get 
wet" certainly had their wishes fulfilled. With one of the most var-
ied selections of field trips of any conference, attendees got their fill 
of sea and sun. Whether investigating mangroves or the 
goniolithon shoal off Rodriquez Key or scuba diving off Key Largo, 
conference goers emersed themselves in marine experiences. From 
the underwater lab at MRDF to the deeper waters off the reefs, 
FMSEA folks worked up an appetite and later enjoyed a seafood din-
ner at the Italian Fisherman, the business meeting and entertain-
ment afterwards. 

For those staying on Sunday, shallow bay studies, wind-surfing 
or sailing was available. 

Sftuaa 
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1985-86 
Marineland of Florida 
April 24-27, 1986 

President: Randy Stovall 
President-elect: Peggy Kinder 
Secretary: George Herrera 
Treasurer/Membership Chair: Mike Mullins 

Board Members: Ed Kopf, Erick Lindblad, Mike Stuart, 
Bill Haynes, Debbie Fritz-Quincy, Jean Smith. 

1986-87 
Orlando 
April 23-26, 1987 
The Floridian Hotel 

President: Peggy Kinder 
President-elect: Mark Perry 
Secretary: Ruth Schandel 
Treasurere: Mike Mullins 

Board Members: Mike Stuart, Bill Haynes, Debbie Fritz-Quincy, 
Erick Lindblad, Gary Kirkland, Randall Stovall 



1987-88 
Jensen Beach 
President: Mark Perry 
President-elect: John Booker 
Secretary: Bonnie Holub 
Treasurer/Membership Chair: Barbara Brammer 

Board Members: Peggy Kinder, Carol Snell, Debbie 
Fritz-Quincy, Bill Haynes, Gary Kirkland, Erick Lindblad, Pat Purcell, 
Randy Stovall (127 members in 1988) 

The conference theme "East Coast Action in Martin County" 
came to fruition in the twentieth annual spring conference held 
April 29-May 1, 1988 at the Environmental Studies Center, Jensen 
Beach. One could snorkle the nearshore reefs on Hutchinson Island, 
wade the grassflats and mangrove areas in the Indian River or dis-
cover the geology of the barrier islands. Attendees got their hands 
wet and shared their ideas with other marine science 
educators.Guest speaker, Dr. L.M. Ehrhart, UCF, Dept. of Biological 
Sciences spoke on "Sea Turtles and Research in the Indian River La-
goon". ^„ 
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1988-89 
Back to the Keys 
President: John Booker 
President-elect:Pat Purcell 
Secretary: Karen Blyler 
Treasurer/Membership Chair: Barbara Brammer 

Board of Directors: Barbara Metcalf, 
Joseph Zawadny, Bill Haynes, Allison Rials, 
Gary Kirkland, Randy Stovall 

April, 1989 found us back in the keys A wonderful time was had 
by all learning in a tropical carbonate environment. Concern with 
the degredation of the keys was voiced and suggestions for teaching 
about these issues were snared. 

Much energy was spent planning for the upcoming July meeting 
of the National Marine Education Association conference in Miami in 
July with Capt'n Bly reminding all of their promises to help. The logo 
would later be selected as our official logo after being used on our 
letterhead and newsletters, it had such recognition value. 

LORIDA'S 
pAGILE 
PARADISE 

/'.>.'•> K 

July 24-28, 1989 TO 
Florida's Fragile Paradise 

Hosted by FMSEA 
at the University of Miami 
Karen Blyler and Alison Rials, Conference Co-Chairs 



In 1989,the office o f membership chairperson and treasurer 
was separated into two distinct offices. Our organization had grown 
so tha t the j o b was overwhelming. 

At the FMSEA conference a major task was the preparation and 
planning f o r the NMEA conference in July. "At the t ime my life was in 
a whir lwind. I also remember receiving the FMSEA "screw" and the 
"shaft" - a propeller and long metal pole belonging to some poor 
boat. I remember carrying both those things home in the car, wor-
ried tha t i f I suddenly stopped the shaft would go f ly ing through my 
car's f loor boards or the prop would tear up my car." (Karen Blyler) 

The national conference had two guest speakers of world 
reknown - Jean Michel Cousteau, Executive Vice President o f the 
Cousteau Society, and Marjorie Stoneman Douglas, champion of the 
Everglades f rom Coral Gables.. 

Jean-Michel Cousteau, undersea explorer, f i lm producer, and 
environmentalist, gave a report on the clean-up efforts of the oil 
spill f r om the Exxon Valdeez. He brought the universal message of 
protection and preservation o f the environment through education. 
Ms. Douglas was amazing at almost 100 years old. She recounted 
her early days in Florida and stories o f f ight ing f o r the "River o f 
Grass" after she wrote her book in 1947. 

Ms. Douglas, in her famous hat and "coke-bottle" glasses, spoke 
fo r 45 minutes and she never rambled. She even had the stamina to 
take questions fo r quite some t ime after her talk. I vividly remem-
ber a question f r om a teacher in the back o f the room who asked 
what advice would she (Ms. Douglas) give t o his daughter who was 
then in grade school. Wi thout blinking an eye, she replied 'Just tel l 
her not t o be afraid t o be a women". (Ed.) 

The farewell dinner held at the Miami Seaquarium was a delec-
table variety o f south Florida seafoods served under the tropical sea 
breezes o f Biscayne Bay. Smooth sounds of a Carribean band were 
heard against the backdrop o f the multicolored skyline o f metropoli-
tan Miami across the bay. 



1989-90 
Crystal River 
Marine Science Station 

President:Pat Purcell 
President-elect: Karen Blyler 
Secretary: David Kramer 
Treasurer: Barbara Metcalf 
Membership Chair: Alison Rials 

& 
; / 

Board Members: Bill Haynes, Barbara Brammer, Art Mitchell, 
David Brown, Joyce Taylor, Joe Zawodny 

Focus on the Estuarine Habitats and Organisms of the Region 
April 27-29, 1990 

The Marine Science Station facilities of the Citrus County 
School District are located on a fifteen acre marsh hammock that 
fronts the Salt River to the north with the remaining sides facing 
out onto a tidal marsh. Dormitories, a dining hall, student labora-
tory with aquaria and observation tower awaited us. Field trips to 
the sponge beds, spoil banks and neighboring wildlife refuges and 
preserves were included. Sessions and workshops presented by the 
membership covered additional topics of interest to the marine edu 
cator. We all came home knowing more about sponges, mangroves, 
manatees and each other. 



1990-91 
Key Largo 

President:Karen Blyler 
President-elect: Joyce Taylor 
Secretary: Francia Smith 
Treasurer: Barbara Metcalf 
Membership Chair: Alison Rials M ° '' 

Board Members: Karen Blyler, Barbara Brammer, David Brown, 
Janet Clarke, Mark DeCrosta, Art Mitchell, Winnie Wilson 

Conference Theme: 
"Sanctuaries in the Sea: From Statutes to Ethos" 
April 26-28, 1991 Koblick Marine Center 
Marine Resources Development Foundation 

This marine center, which is adjacent to a living coral reef at 
John Pennekamp Park, was host to our conference which focused on 
the past, present and future of the Florida Keys coastal ecosystems. 
Dues were raised to $15.00. 
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The 1992 conference was "an opportunity to both create a 
network of ideas, information and experience as well as provide a 
forum for addressing current environmental issues pertinent to the 
marine ecosystems." (Joyce Taylor) 
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The program format was totally field-based so that new partici-
pants along with long-time members could explore the varied habi-
tats of the Keys Reef Tract. 

i • ! 

Sessions highlighted The G.R.E.E.N. Book, The Monroe County 
Environmental Story, the endangered manatee (Dr. Daniel Odell, 
SeaWorld), and diving adaptations of marine mammals and sea 
turtles(Dr. Peter Lutz, FAU) 



1992-93 
Apalachicola 

President:Janet Clarke 
President-elect: Carol Leonard 
Secretary: Jean Knight 
Treasurer: Jackie Fletcher 
Membership Chair: Mark DeCrosta 

Board Members: Susan Carstenn, Dan Surber, Ginger Hinchcliff, 
Winner Wilson, Karen Hamilton, Roy King (Kathy Russell appointed 
to Crown Region in Jan. 93) 

"Esturaries: Where Rivers Meet the Sea" Conference at the 
Apalachicola National Estuarine Research Reserve, April 23-25, 1993 

This return visit to the Apalachicola 
area attracted a lot of new FMSEA members. 
The historic Gibson Inn was the site for the 
evening banquet featuring Steve Leitman 
from Florida Defenders of the Environment 
speaking on the management of the 
Apalachicola River Basin from a system's 
approach. Many terrific sessions taught us 
about oysters and birds and more. A seafood cookout at St. George 
Island State Park followed the annual business meeting and then the 
presentation of awards. 
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1993-94 
Sarasota 

President: Carol Leonard 
President-elect: Dan Surber 
Secretary: Jean Knight 
Treasurer: Jackie Fletcher 
Membership Chair: Mark DeCrosta 

Board Members: Kathy Russell, Terry Rose, Duncan Matthewson 
Susan Carstenn, Karen Hamilton, Ginger Hinchcliff Trease 
LeMonde, Ruth Burkett 

"Exploration, Research and Rejuvenation...on Sarasota Bay" 
May 6-8, 1994 Mote Marine Laboratory and Holiday Inn Loneboat 
Key Resort and Conference Center 

From The JASON Project (Greg Hutton) to Sex and the Sea Ur-
chin (Kevin Spingler); from The Scientific Method Applied to Red 
Tide Research (Dr. Richard Pierce, Mote) to singing about mangrove 
communitiesQean Knight) the sessions were varied and so hard to 
choose! Thanks everyone for a great conference."(Ed.) 

Our conference t-shirt 
was designed by 
Englewood artist 
Carol Swaze. 
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1994-95 
Panama City PANHANDLE PARADISE 

President: Dan Surber 
President-elect: Mark DeCrosta 
Secretary: Diane Lavarello 
Treasurer: Jackie Fletcher 
Membership Chair: Susan Carstenn *« - °* 

Board Members: Trease LeMond, Kathy Russell, Jean Knight, 
Duncan Matthewson, Kathy Ford, Karen Hamilton, Ginger 
Hinchcliff, Ruth Burkett 

"Panhandle Paradise" May 5-7, 1995 
Boardwalk Beach and Conference Center 
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1995-96 
Tampa 

President: Mark DeCrosta 
President-elect: R. Duncan Matthewson 
Secretary: Diane Lavarello 
Treasurer: Jackie Fletcher 
Membership Chair: Susan Carstenn 

Board Members: Trease Kloess, Kathy Ford, Jean Knight, 
Elizabeth Gehron, Carol Leonard, Kevin Spingler, Ruth Burkett 

"Marine and Environmental Science in The City by the Bay" 
April 26-28, 1996 University of Tampa 

Whether in historic Plant Hall or aboard the Starlite Princess, 
attendees at this conference experienced marine science, Florida 
style. Dolphins and "micromonster" plankton, corals and whales, 
shipwrecks and camping tents served as content for lessons. Field 
trips to Lowry Park Zoo to visit with the manatees or by boat to 
snorkel at Egmont Key or a walk along the beach at Caladesi State 
Park made it hard to choose. Couldn't the conference have been for 
three or four more days? 
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1996-97 
Miami 

President: R. Duncan Matthewson 
President-elect: Kathy Russell 
Secretary: Diane Lavarello 
Treasurer: Jackie Fletcher 
Membership Chair: Ruth Burkett 

Board Members: Trease Kloess, B.J. Viers, Jean Knight, 
Barbara Brammer, Nathan Shoemaker, Elizabeth Gehron, Carol 
Leonard, Kevin Spingler 

"A Coral Reef Celebration" April 18-20, 1997 
In Conjunction with the International Year of the Reef 
Rosensteil School of Marine £r Atmospheric Science 
University of Miami 

Jeff and Deb Sandler, better known 
as Mr. and Mrs. Fish entertained and 
taught us all with their costumes of sea 
creatures and stories of their trials. 
They alone made the conference a must, 
but, oh, there was so much morel 
Dr. Robert Ginsburg( RSMAS) told of 
changes to the reefs- past, present and 
future. Dr. Erich Mueller (Mote Marine 
Laboratory) taught us about corals in 
glass boxes, a.k.a. aquaria and exciting 
research being done to maintain hard 
corals in closed aquarium systems. 

x>& 

,,-. 
S ^ 

I 



00
 

i 

11
 

(
í

(
H

 
(

(
(

t
i

í
i

t
K

K
 

í
i

(
i

(
(

i
í

(
(

i
u

u
m

(
u

i
m

i 



1997-98 
Palm Beach Shores 

President: Kathy Russell 
President-elect: Jean Knight 
Secretary: Mandy Fillenwarth 
Treasurer: Jackie Fletcher 
Membership Chair: Ruth Burkett 

tu 

Board Members: Rosalyn Kilcollins, B.J. Viers, Mary Ann Floyd, 
Don Stone, Nathan Shoemaker, Karen Hamilton, Lex Waters, 
Kevin Spingler 

"Return to Our Roots", 
our thirtieth anniversary conference. 
April 24-26, 1998 
Conference Chairperson: Diane Lavarello 

"Our 1998 conference, Return to Our Roots, should remind us 
of where we have been, where we are now, and where we are going 
to be in the future. With all of the technological advances and scien-
tific discoveries that have been made over the past 30 years, since 
our organization got its start, we have made great strides in envi-
ronmental and marine education. But, there is much more to know 
and we still have far to go." (Diane Lavarello) 



Favorite Conferences: 
Sarasota - My first experience with sea kayaking and now I own one 
of my own (Barbara Brammer) 

Crystal River - The food! (Alison Rials) 

Apalachicola - My first experience in a homey small town 
atmosphere was a nice way to get aquainted with everyone. 
(Kathy Russell) 

Sarasota - The field trips were great and....a wide variety of 
sessions. (Ruth Burkett) 

Crystal River - Because the area is so different from southeast 
Florida. (Don Stone) 

Key Largo - '89 was one of my favorites but I've enjoyed them all. 
(Mark DeCrosta) 

SeaBase - The teacher involvement, neat handouts, and the 
teaching going on really got my attention.(R. Duncan Matthewson) 

Apalachicola -1 met Janet Clarke again after approximately 20 
years. We had gone to high school together. (Kathy Ford) 

All of them - (Carol Leonard) 

What's your favorite? 
/ 
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10 Questions for new members: 
1. What or who encouraged you to join? 

2. Who's your regional rep.? 

3. Where's the next FMSEA conference? 
(so I can make my reservations) 

4. Are you an NMEA member? 

5. Who has the best "fish shirts"? 
(Hint: Look in Tampa) 

6. Who's the best c\oggerl 
(Hint: Look in Crystal River) 

7. Who's the bravest of all? 
(Hint: He had twins at 50!) 

8. What is the FMSEA "screw"? 

9. What was your favorite part of the 1998 conference? 

10. List three ideas the you can go home with to share with your 
colleagues and students: 
A. 

B. 

C. 
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