


Conference Schedule 
 
Thursday            

3:00 - 5:00 PM  Conference Committee Meeting (Helmsley Lobby) 

5:00 - 8:00 PM Registration (Helmsley Lobby) 
 
Friday            

7:30 AM – 5:00 PM Registration (Helmsley Lobby) 

7:30 AM – 5:00 PM Full and ½ day workshops and field trips (MML, Sarasota-area) 

4:00  – 7:00 PM Exhibitor Set-up (MML – New Pass 3, Keating) 

5:30 & 6:00 PM Busses to Mote Marine Laboratory  

6:15 – 6:45 PM Conference Opening (MML – Hendry Conference Center, GMMC) 

6:45 – 7:30 PM Opening Speaker: Dr. Eugenie Clark (Hendry) 

7:30 – 9:30 PM Dinner and Mammal Center Tours/Presentations (GMMC) 

9:00 – 10:00 PM Transportation available back to the Helmsley 
 
Saturday  All programs and sessions at Mote Marine Laboratory    

7:00 – 10:00 AM Exhibitor Set-up (New Pass 3, Keating) 

7:45 – 8:30 AM  Registration available (Immersion Cinema Lobby) 
 Registration also available 10:00-12:00 (3rd Floor Lobby, Keating) 

8:30 – 10:00 AM Opening Session and Strategic Planning Update (Immersion Cinema) 
 SeaTrek Distance Learning Program Demonstration  

10:00 AM – 4:30 PM Exhibit Hall Open (New Pass Room, Keating) 

10:10 – 11:00 AM Concurrent Session 1 (2nd and 3rd floor, Keating) 

11:10 AM – 12:00 PM Concurrent Session 2 (2nd and 3rd floor, Keating) 

12:00 – 1:30 PM Box Lunches and Regional Meetings (New Pass 3, Keating) 

1:00 – 1:30 PM New Committee Interest Meeting (Breakout A, 3rd Floor, Keating) 

1:40 – 2:30 PM Concurrent Session 3 (2nd and 3rd floor, Keating) 

2:30 – 3:00 PM Cookie Break in the Exhibit Hall (New Pass 3, Keating) 

3:10 – 4:00 PM Concurrent Session 4 (2nd and 3rd floor, Keating) 

4:10 – 5:00 PM Concurrent Session 5 (2nd and 3rd floor, Keating) 

4:30 PM Exhibitor Break-down 

6:00 – 7:00 PM Silent Auction and Social (Aquarium Galleries) 

7:00 – 10:30 PM Banquet, Annual Meeting, and Evening Keynote  
Trevor Corson – Author of The Story of Sushi and The Secret Life of Lobsters (MML - 
Hendry Conference Center) 

9:30 PM – 10:30 PM Transportation available back to the Helmsley 
 
Sunday            

8:30 – 9:30 AM FMSEA/FWC Collecting Certification Facilitators Meeting (TBD) 

9:45 AM – 12:00 PM FMSEA New Board Meeting (TBD) 

Bus Schedule 
***Due to very limited parking at the conference site, participants are discouraged from driving personal vehicles. 

Friday Departure Times  
 

● Helmsley to Mote  
 5:30 PM 
 6:00 PM 

 

● Mote to Helmsley  
 9:00 PM 
 9:30 PM 
 10:00 PM 

Saturday Departure Times  
 

● Helmsley to Mote  
 8:00 AM 
 8:15 AM 

 

● Mote to Helmsley  
 4:30 PM 
 5:15 PM 

 

 

 
 
● Helmsley to Mote (for evening event) 

 5:45 PM 
 6:15 PM 

 
● Mote to Helmsley  

 9:30 PM 
 10:00 PM 
 10:30 PM 



Research & Education: Schooling Together 
 
Welcome to Sarasota!  
The conference is being hosted by and held at the Mote Marine Labo-
ratory and Aquarium. The theme this year focuses on creating and 
strengthening ties between current scientific research and the mes-
sages educators deliver. 
 
Important Conference Information 
 

Your name badge is required for entry into concurrent session, ex-
hibit areas and other conference-related activities.  Please wear it at all 

conference events. On Sunday, your name badge will get you free admission into Mote Aquar-
ium! 

 
Election ballots are included in each registration packet.  Please be sure to turn your ballot in by 

4:30 PM on Saturday.  Election results will be announced at the banquet Saturday evening. 
 
Auction items may be dropped off at the registration table.  If you haven’t already done so, please 

be sure to submit a donation form with your auction item(s).  All items must be received by 
noon on Saturday.  

 
Event tickets are required for several activities throughout the weekend including Friday social, 

Saturday lunch, and Saturday banquet.  Please bring tickets with you to the event.  
 
Free wireless internet access is available to conference participants in the Keating Building.  The 

password for access is FMSEA. 
 
FMSEA is on Twitter! We'll be posting new developments, logistical tweaks, and helpful tips all in-

tended to help you make the most of your Conference experience. Follow our 'micro-blog' all 
weekend and you won’t miss out on a moment! 
 
Follow us at http://twitter.com/fmsea, and make sure you enable your mobile updates. 

 
Questions?  FMSEA Board Members and Conference Committee Members are wearing colored rib-

bons on their nametags.  If you have any questions or concerns throughout the conference, 
please don’t hesitate to ask!  

 
 
The Florida Marine Science Educators Association (FMSEA) is a chapter of NMEA and provides 

a network for marine educators working together to coordinate and expand marine education, 
communication and interaction.  FMSEA members receive the Littoral Drift, a quarterly news-
letter which contains information on educational workshops and conferences, teaching aids 
and resources, regional news and other articles of interest.  In addition, FMSEA sponsors an 
annual Student Project Award for middle, and high school students and offers scholarships to 
teachers to help them continue their professional development.  In conjunction with the Florida 
Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission, FMSEA hosts Marine/Aquatic Collecting Certifica-
tion Workshops throughout the state.  Visit FMSEA online at www.fmsea.org.  
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From the President. . . 
 
Greetings All!  
 
Recent events in our country have warranted a time to celebrate 

the power of people coming together for a common purpose. Af-

ter I returned from Washington D.C. and the Blue Vision Sum-

mit I had a renewed sense of urgency regarding the “state of our 

ocean” and our mission as marine educators. As I review our 

FMSEA “Road Map” created this past year, I am encouraged that our organization had the 

forethought to include as one of our goals “to create awareness about the oceans and 

make ocean literacy part of everyday life for Floridians.” It is more important than ever for 

like-minded people to come together to share experiences, identify ways to leverage our re-

sources and create something that is larger than each of us individually. I can’t think of a 
better opportunity or medium to gather the necessary tools to accomplish this goal than 

during our annual conference. This year’s conference has an incredible line-up of inspira-
tional speakers and presenters who have devoted their life to researching and educating 

the public about one of our most valued treasures, the ocean.  
 

During our gathering, I will give a status update on FMSEA’s Road Map. FMSEA is still in 
the process of defining the roles and responsibilities for the working committees (Website, 

Conference, Budget/Finance, Membership, Development, Marketing and Outreach & 
Awareness) identified by the membership and board during the development of our Strate-

gic Plan. A Committee Interest Meeting has been built into this year’s conference schedule 
and the committee descriptions included in this conference program will help guide you 
towards your particular interest (you can always join more than one committee!). 

 
We should be proud that FMSEA has the largest regional membership in the National Ma-

rine Science Educators Association (NMEA). Also, if you have not registered already, visit 

www.nmeaweb.org for more information on NMEA09 One World Conserving One Ocean 
conference in Monterey, CA  
 
Thanks to all who worked so hard to bring this conference together and thanks to all of 
you for coming together to make it a success! 
 
Howard 
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FMSEA Committee Descriptions 

Conference Committee 
Committee Chair – Past-President 
 
The Conference Committee is responsible for the planning and implementation of FMSEA’s annual statewide 
conference.  
 
Development Committee 
Committee Chair- TBD  
 
The Development Committee is primarily responsible for the development of a long-range fundraising plan to 
include corporate/foundation/individual donations. The Development Committee informs the Board of existing 
grant funding for FMSEA activities. The Development Committee also encourages Regional Directors and 
members to make known regional and statewide funding opportunities for aquatic education programs known 
to FMSEA and its members.  
 
Responsibilities of the Development Committee include:  

Develop long-range fundraising plan 
Identify target fundraising goal 
Develop and maintain prospective list of corporate/foundation/individual donors 
Develop and maintain recognition of corporate/foundation/individual donors 
Provide list of proposals/collaborative projects in which FMSEA has a presence 
Communicate “Funds/In-kind Contributions" leveraged by Regional Directors and members to the Board 
Encourage members to make regional and state funding opportunities for aquatic education programs 

known to FMSEA and its Regional Directors 
 
Marketing Committee 
Committee Chair- Lauren Tyler, Ltyler@flaquarium.org 
 
The Marketing Committee is primarily responsible for developing a marketing plan for FMSEA to promote 
ocean literacy. Consideration should be given to the ocean literacy messages developed by the National Ma-
rine Educators Association (NMEA).  
 
Responsibilities of the Marketing Committee include: 

Development of FMSEA marketing plan 
Development of unified ocean messages to be used when there are “events” i.e. injured animals, strandings 

or harmful algal blooms 
Develop a model news release about FMSEA for use locally by regions 
Development of FMSEA collateral material to distribute at regional meetings and special events i.e. 

Oceans Day, FAST, NMEA 
 
Membership Committee 
Committee Chair- Membership Secretary  
 
The Membership Committee strives to recruit and involve new and existing members and maintain an accurate 
and clean FMSEA membership database. The Membership Committee works closely with the Marketing 
Committee to develop collateral material to use a recruitment tool. The Membership Committee works closely 
with the Development Committee to review and assess membership benefits. 
 

mailto:Ltyler@flaquarium.org�
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Responsibilities of the Membership Committee include: 
Maintain an accurate and clean database 
Provide Regional Directors with updates at each board meeting 
Review and propose enhancements to membership process i.e. timing, benefits, etc.. 
Recommend enhanced membership benefits to the Board. 
Create ways to involve members in FMSEA committees and activities. 

 
 
Outreach and Awareness Committee 
Committee Chair- TBD 
 
The Outreach and Awareness Committee strives to increase awareness and appreciation of marine and aquatic 
education in formal and non-formal educational settings at all levels, and the role of FMSEA in facilitating that 
process. Efforts generally include developing processes and materials for various publics, especially the educa-
tion community.  
 
The Outreach Committee’s responsibilities include:  

Compile materials developed by FMSEA members related to marine and aquatic education and align with 
the ocean literacy principles, Sunshine State Standards and National Science Education Standards 

Prepare for the next round of science curriculum review in 2012-2013 to ensure ocean literacy principles 
are a strong component of the curriculum 

Modify the NMEA ocean literacy presentation for a Florida audience and offer as a workshop (using the 
collection workshop as a model) 

Oversee the “Enhancing Public Engagement” focus area in the NMEA Strategic Plan 2008-2013 
Look for opportunities for collaboration with other organizations and report out to the Board on these ef-

forts 
Encourage Board members to participate in regional meetings by reporting on dates during Board meetings 

 
Website Committee 
Committee Chair – Jim Wharton  
 
Committee Members -Laura Diederick, Diederick@si.edu 
   E. Howard Rutherford, hrutherford@pieraquarium.org 
 
The website committee works closely with the webmaster and is primarily responsible for developing a web-
site plan for Board review and approval. 
 
Responsibilities of the Website Committee include 

Develop website goals 
Identify type and depth of website 
Develop a website plan for development, implementation and maintenance 
Develop website budget for Board review and approval 
Develop and issue RFP for website development 

 

 

mailto:Diederick@si.edu�
mailto:hrutherford@pieraquarium.org�


Friday Workshop Schedule 
 
Workshops will occur at Mote Marine Laboratory. Workshops this year are included with registra-
tion, but available on a first-come, first-served basis. Pre-registration is required.  
 
A. Educators Aquatic Species Collection Certification               8:00am - 12:00pm 

Location: COOL Room 
 
B. CPR and First Aid Certification        8:00am - 4:00pm 

Location: Keating A 
 
D.  REEF Fish Identification Workshop            1:00 - 3:00pm 

Location: New Pass 1 
 
 
Friday Field Trips Schedule 
 
 
A.   Kayak Tour with Island Style               9:00am - 12:00pm 

includes transportation and lunch 
 

B.   Dive trip with Florida Underwater Sports               8:00am - 1:00pm 
includes 2 tanks and weights, transportation and lunch 
 

C.  Dolphin Research Trip          8:00am - 5:00pm 
includes transportation and lunch 
 

D.  G-Whiz Science Museum/Selby Botanical Gardens     8:00am - 5:00pm 
includes transportation and lunch 

 
E.  Boat Trip with Sarasota High School on the Carefree Learner        2:30 - 4:30pm 

includes transportation and lunch 
 
F.  Myakka State Park             8:00 - 11:00am 

includes transportation and lunch 
 
G.  Mote Aquaculture Park/Riverview Aquaculture Program     9:00am - 3:00pm 

includes transportation and lunch 
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Friday Evening  Schedule 
 
6:30 - 9:00 PM Get Acquainted Social and Opening Speaker, Dr. Eugenie Clark - 

Mote Marine Laboratory - Relax with FMSEA friends, old and new!  Ex-
plore the Goldstein Marine Mammal Center, home of Mote’s Marine 
Mammal and Sea Turtle Hospital and its resident turtles, manatees and 
dolphins, while enjoying dinner and drinks with colleagues. The evening 
will be highlighted by our opening speaker, the Shark Lady herself, Dr. 
Eugenie Clark. Dr. Clark founded Mote Marine Laboratory in 1955 and 
is still an active and contributing researcher and Trustee.  

 
*** Please see inside cover for bussing schedule.  Due to very limited parking, participants are dis-
couraged from driving to Mote. 
 
Saturday Schedule 
 
7:45 - 8:30 AM Registration - Mote Aquarium - Immersion Cinema Lobby 
 
8:30 - 10:00 AM Opening General Session - Immersion Cinema  

Start Saturday off with a technological bang with a demonstration of 
Mote’s interactive video conference distance learning program, SeaTrek. 
The executive committee will also present updated information on the 
FMSEA strategic plan. 

 
10:00 AM - 12:00 PM Registration - 3rd Floor Lobby, Keating 
 
10:00 AM - 5:00 PM Concurrent Sessions 1-5 - 2nd & 3rd Floors, Keating - See pages 9-17 

for descriptions and locations. 
 
10:00 AM - 4:30 PM Exhibits Open - New Pass 3, Keating 
 
4:30 PM Deadline to turn in Election Ballots 
 
6:00 - 7:00 PM Silent Auction and Social - Aquarium Galleries - All proceeds raised by 

the silent auction are used to provide needs-based scholarships for edu-
cators to attend future conferences.   

 
7:00 - 10:00 PM Banquet, Installation of Officers, Awards Ceremony, Evening Key-

note Speaker Trevor Corson - Hendry Conference Center - Be sure not 
to miss the closing banquet, featuring author Trevor Corson’s titillating 
presentation, “Sexy Lobster, Succulent Sushi.” 

 
Sunday Morning Schedule 
 
8:30 - 9:30 AM FMSEA/FWC Collecting Certification Facilitators Training/Meeting 

- The Helmsley 
 
9:45 - 11:00 AM FMSEA Board Meeting - The Helmsley - Board meetings are open to all 

members.  If you have ever thought about getting more involved in 
FMSEA, but were uncertain how to do so. . .JOIN US! 

 
Don’t forget - use your conference badge for FREE admission  

to the Aquarium on Sunday!  See you next year! 
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Session Descriptions 
  
Session I  
10:10- 11:00 AM Establishing and Maintaining a Basic Saltwater Aquarium – Richard 

Abrams, Division of Marine Fisheries Management  
Fish Head | G, N, E, M, H, P 

This presentation will cover setting up a basic saltwater aquarium with 
topics that include tank selection, filters, aeration, substrate, lights, 
tank habitat (hiding places), cycling the biological filter, and selecting 
and adding organisms.  Maintenance topics will include water chemis-
try, food selection, filter cleaning, and water changes.  Equipment dis-
cussed during the presentation will be available for participants to in-
vestigate after the presentation. 
 
Fishing with ActivBoard Technology – A Guaranteed Catch! – Char-
lie Powell, Venice High School  
Studio J | G, H, P 

This presentation will demonstrate how to effectively use computer tech-
nology and an ActivBoard as teaching/learning tools.  Attendees will 
have the opportunity to take on the role of a student in using an Ac-
tivBoard.  Ideas for designing flipcharts for teaching purposes will be 
presented.  Specific demonstration topics include virtual fishing, use of 
dichotomous keys and fish identification, fishy lifestyles, fish genetics, 
plankton, graphing tides, elements of literacy, and others.  Free CDs of 
computer files will be available.   
 
Communicating Solutions: Evaluating Human-Dolphin Interactions 
in Sarasota Bay with High School Student Volunteers – Jim Whar-
ton, Kim Bassos-Hull, Marina Knapp, Chris Keller, Julianne Shabetai, 
Rachel Dawson, Kaliegh Hoyt, Genny Casagrande, Mote Marine Lab 
Keating A| N, H, P 

Mote scientists and educators worked together to develop a monthly 
monitoring study of dolphin behavior in high boat traffic areas of Sara-
sota Bay to be conducted by students in the Mote High School Intern 
Alumni program.  The twin goals of the project were (1) to gather, evalu-
ate, and disseminate information on dolphin-human interactions in 
Sarasota Bay and (2) to expose high school students to Mote scientific 
research and to instruct them in field research methodologies.   
 
Aquaculture Educational Opportunities in Florida – Carlos Martinez, 
UF/IFAS; Kathy Vogel, The Catalina Group; Leslie Sturmer, UF/IFAS; 
Martha Campbell, Florida Marine Aquaculture 
New Pass 1 | G 

Four 12-minute “mini-sessions” will include What is Aquaculture and 
Review of Florida’s Fish Farming Industry, Legislation and Regulations 
Impact on Aquaculture, Educational Tools for the Florida Clam Aquacul-
ture Industry, and Aquacultured Marine Ornamentals.  See speaker bios 
for “mini-session” descriptions. 
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Intended 

Audience Key 

G - General 

N - Non-Formal 

E - Elementary 

M - Middle School 

H - High School 

P - Post Secondary 



Effects of Climate Change on Florida’s Ocean and Coastal Re-
sources – Ernie Estevez, Center for Coastal Ecology, Mote Marine Lab 
New Pass 2 | G ****HALF SESSION IN CONJUNCTION WITH BELOW**** 

In 2009 the Florida Oceans and Coastal Council (FOCC) released a re-
port examining major mechanisms of climate change pertinent to Flor-
ida, and their effects on the state’s ocean and coastal resources.  This 
presentation provides a summary of the report and offers details using 
the example of sea-level rise.  The report identifies important Florida cli-
mate stressors and effects, introduces scales of certainty and uncer-
tainty in climate discussions, recognizes the possibility of beneficial ef-
fects of climate change, and identifies climate research gaps and priori-
ties for FOCC action.  The report is available online at http://
www.floridaoceanscouncil.org/. 
 
Marine Bacterial Mutualism:  Big Benefits from Tiny Friends – Kim 
Ritchie, Center for Coral Reef Research, Mote Marine Laboratory  
New Pass 2 | G ****HALF SESSION IN CONJUNCTION WITH ABOVE**** 

Although most attention is given to pathogens, the majority of bacteria are 
beneficial and necessary for life on earth.  Bacteria have evolved special sym-
bioses with marine invertebrates that are critical to the lifestyles of their hosts.  
These benefits, such as bioluminescence, defense, immunity, and nutrition are 
controlled by a secret bacterial language.   
resources of Florida Bay and understanding the relationships between 
physical factors and the living components of the ecosystem. Dr. Kearns 
will introduce the estuarine and marine scientific research that are tak-
ing place in Everglades National Park and provide handouts about Ever-
glades science and restoration. 
 

 
Session II  
11:10 AM - 12:00 PM Florida Master Naturalist Program – Sandy Mickey, UF/IFAS  

Fish Head | G, N, E, M, H, P 

The Florida Master Naturalist Program (FMNP) is a UF/IFAS statewide 
environmental education program designed for adult audiences, includ-
ing teachers.  The FMNP offers three 40-hour courses: Freshwater Wet-
lands, Uplands, and Coastal Systems.  They provide information on 
ecology, flora and fauna, conservation issues, and interpretive training.  
This presentation will include a broad overview of the program, its fu-
ture, and its application in the classroom. 
 
Going Green in Your Classroom – Sara Hamilton, Florida Keys Electric 
Cooperative  
Studio J | G, N, E, M, H, P 

When we help students understand the importance of saving our re-
sources and protecting the environment, kids will carry those “green” 
values into adulthood.  This presentation will present a number of dif-
ferent ways you can “green up” your classroom, including using REAL 
DATA from the Florida Keys Electric Cooperative’s solar array.  Lesson 
plans, aligned to Sunshine State Standards, based on this array 
(Florida’s second largest, in fact) will be provided. 
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Lawns of the Estuaries – Sally Unser, St. Johns River Water Manage-
ment District  
Keating A | G, N, E, M, H 

The major focus of this presentation is on seagrass beds in the estuary 
systems and what their health tells scientists and water managers.  Ma-
jor points that will be highlighted are restoration efforts, including im-
pacts from watersheds and recognitions of seagrasses as an indicator of 
estuary health.  Hand-outs will include a hands-on activity that shows 
the difference between healthy and unhealthy seagrass beds, and proto-
cols or directions for conducting submerged aquatic vegetation surveys 
and transects including seagrass identification. 
 
Making a Difference in Marine Science Class:  Bringing Together 
Marine and Aquatic Conservation with Service Learning – Jeremy 
Lake, Earth Force  
New Pass 1 | G, N, E, M, H 

In today’s educational world, it can be difficult to motivate students.  
Service learning provides a vehicle for teachers to allow their classes to 
take charge of their education, make a change in their community, and 
still integrate formal curricula into the process.  Come see how Sun-
coast Earth Force approaches service learning, supporting both teach-
ers and students to be contributors in marine and aquatic conservation.  
Explore best practices and past projects where Tampa Bay students 
truly did make a difference. 
 
Blue Holes of the Gulf of Mexico – Jim Culter, Center for Coastal Ecol-
ogy, Mote Marine Laboratory  
New Pass 2 | G ****HALF SESSION IN CONJUNCTION WITH BELOW**** 

For the past five years, a team of technical divers has been investigating 
submerged sinkhole and spring features on the west Florida continental 
shelf. Thirteen sites that have never been scientifically studied were in-
vestigated at various levels of intensity.  Four of the sites are true ma-
rine caves with restricted Gulf floor entrances that open into large 
caves.  This talk describes the blue hole features and the techniques, 
including open circuit trimix, used by the divers. 

 
Dolphin Research in Charlotte Harbor and Pine Island Sound, Flor-
ida – Kim Bassos-Hull, Center for Marine Mammal and Sea Turtle Re-
search, Mote Marine Laboratory  
New Pass 2 | G ****HALF SESSION IN CONJUNCTION WITH ABOVE**** 

The Sarasota Dolphin Research Program has been studying the dolphin 
population in Charlotte Harbor and Pine Island Sound since 1970.  We 
present our findings on abundance, distribution, social structure, and 
human impact issues with dolphins in this region. 
 
 

Session III  
1:40 - 2:30PM Panhandle Habitat Series Succeeds in Educating Coastal Decision-

Makers – Rosalyn Kilcollins, Apalachicola National Estuarine Research 
Reserve 
Fish Head | G, N, P 
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Audience Key 
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N - Non-Formal 
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Apalachicola Reserve’s Coastal Training Program (CTP) staff developed 
the Panhandle Habitats Series based on the need for ecosystem training 
for environmental professionals.  The first class, “Barrier Islands,” was 
offered in May 2007.  The other classes are “Seagrass Beds and Salt 
Marshes,” “Estuaries,” “Flatwoods and Savannahs,” “Rivers and Flood-
plains,” and the new “Sandhills and Ravines.”  Each one-day class has 
morning presentations and an afternoon field trip.  Hear about this 
award-winning program, class content, and evaluation results. 
 
Coral Restoration: A High School Service Learning Partnership – 
David Makepeace, Coral Shores High School (Tavernier, FL) 
COOL Room | G, H, P 

The presentation will document the role of Keys students in the growth 
of the Coral Restoration Foundation from a few corals and a small resto-
ration site to an offshore nursery site with nearly 3,000 corals and 
seven reef restoration sites.  While learning about this remarkable pro-
ject, participants will also learn how project-based learning can be 
planned and assessed and how students can do school-related SCUBA 
diving.  All materials will be on the web. 

 
Digi-Know How? Exploring Marine Science Using Mainstream Multi 
Media – Kasey Gaylord-Opalewski, Mote Marine Laboratory  
Studio J | G 

SeaTrek is a videoconference-based distance learning program featuring 
real-world science at Mote Marine Laboratory & Aquarium.  During this 
presentation, SeaTrek will demonstrate our programs and how students 
create digital media projects with our easy-to-use computer applications 
and equipment.  All SeaTrek activities are designed to provide a high 
interest experience that will take students beyond textbook activities 
and inspire them to learn more about the ocean. 
 
Collecting and Transporting Marine Organisms:  Techniques to In-
crease Survivability – Richard Abrams, Division of Marine Fisheries 
Management  
Keating A | G, N, E, M, H, P 

This presentation will discuss various field collecting techniques and 
equipment to safely collect marine organisms.  Examples of this gear 
will be illustrated during the presentation.  Equipment and techniques 
utilized to transport marine organisms will also be discussed with topics 
that include aeration, water capacity, temperature, and organism com-
patibility.  Equipment discussed during the presentation will be avail-
able for participants to investigate after the presentation. 
 
Aquaculture Curriculum in the Classroom – Amber Gar, Harbor 
Branch Oceanographic Institution; Cortney Ohs, Ph.D, University of 
Florida; Portia Sapp, Division of Aquaculture 
New Pass 1 | G 

Three 15-minute “mini-sessions” will include Growing Conch in Your 
Classroom, A New Aquaculture Curriculum for Educators, and Florida 
Schools Dive into Aquaculture.  See speaker bios for “mini-session” de-
scriptions.   
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The Beach Conditions Reporting System to Mitigate Health Im-
pacts from Florida Red Tide – Barbara Kirkpatrick, EdD, RRT; Kate 
Nierenberg, MS; and Robert Currier, Center for Ecotoxicology, Mote Ma-
rine Laboratory  
New Pass 2 | G ****HALF SESSION IN CONJUNCTION WITH BELOW**** 

Recent research has measured changes in pulmonary function and 
symptoms of asthmatics after a one hour exposure to Florida red tide.  
The Beach Conditions Reporting system is a tool beach goers can use to 
know real time conditions at 30 beaches across the state and make in-
formed decisions about their beach selection.   
 
Detection and Tracking of the Florida Red Tide – Gary Kirkpatrick, 
Center for Ecotoxicology, Mote Marine Laboratory (Sarasota, FL) 
New Pass 2 | G ****HALF SESSION IN CONJUNCTION WITH ABOVE**** 

Florida red tides cause, among other things, contamination of commer-
cial shellfish, disruption of recreational fishing, and despondent tour-
ists.  To reduce the harmful effects, there was a critical need to detect 
and track these toxic blooms over relevant spatial/temporal scales.  Our 
approach to detection and tracking of red tide incorporates the instru-
ment known as the BreveBuster.  They are deployed on boats, fixed 
moorings, and autonomous underwater vehicles.  All three deployment 
modes are utilized in near-shore Gulf of Mexico waters.   

 
 
Session IV  
3:10 - 4:00 PM Getting Inside of a Fish’s Head – Carol Matthews, The Bolles School  

Fish Head | H 

As a fishing tournament judge who has dissected hundreds of fish, I will 
show you how this valuable lab can be done with discarded heads from 
a fish market.  With this technique, students can explore the unique 
adaptations a fish has for hearing, vision, respiration, predation, and 
brain functions.  The lab covers Sunshine State Standard SC.F.1.4, 
costs less than a dollar to do, and your students will love it. 
 
Educators Aquatic Species Collecting Workshop – FMSEA Certified 
Workshop Facilitators 
COOL Room | G, N, E, M, H, P *****DOUBLE SESSION***** 

This two-hour session highlights both the benefits and alternatives to 
the collection of aquatic species for use in the classroom.  Collection 
methods, minimum impact techniques, and associated conditions and 
restrictions will be discussed.  Learn about available resources and re-
lated activities, too.  Participants will be eligible to receive a three-year 
collection certification from the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation 
Commission or renew their certificates. 
 
Is a Dolphin Smarter than a Fifth Grader? – Megan Mertsock, Dol-
phin Research Center  
Studio J | G 

Research is our middle name at Dolphin Research Center (DRC).  The 
DRC dolphins are teaching us amazing things about dolphins and 
through that research, helping people understand why protecting the 
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environment is so important.  This presentation includes information 
about the research at DRC, why it is important, and aims to answer the 
question “is a dolphin smarter than a fifth grader”? 
 
National Estuarine Research Reserves: Education, Research, and 
Stewardship! – Angie Golubovich and Nicole Evans, Guana Tolomato 
Matanzas National Estuarine Research Reserve  
Keating A | G, N, M, H, P 

Join GTM Research Reserve Education Staff in an informative session 
on the mission of the Nation’s Estuarine Research Reserve System and 
its available education opportunities at the three Florida Reserves.  You 
will discover online Estuaries 101 curriculum and online data resources 
for science-based student or community program exploration.  The ses-
sion will end with a hands-on estuary learning activity that can be 
adapted for various groups.  Activity hand-outs and examples of online 
curriculum provided. 
 
A New Twist to the Monofilament Recovering and Recycling Pro-
gram:  Personal-Sized Recycling Bins – Bryan Fluech, University of 
Florida Extension Service; Kim Bassos-Hull, Mote Marine Laboratory 
New Pass 1 | G, N 

The Monofilament Recovery and Recycling Program is a statewide effort 
to educate the public on the problems caused by discarded fishing line.  
This session will focus on a pilot-project to expand this program by cre-
ating and distributing personal-sized fishing line recycling bins to the 
fishing and boating community in southwest Florida.  Participants will 
get to make their own personal-sized recycling bins and take away re-
sources to help them expand the program in their community. 

 
Loggerheads in Limbo: Are the Ancient Navigators Surviving Long 
Lines, Speed Bumps, Sandy Shores, and Bright Lights? – Dr. Tony 
Tucker, Mote Marine Laboratory  
New Pass 2 | G ****HALF SESSION IN CONJUNCTION WITH BELOW**** 

Loggerhead populations in Florida are one of the two largest in the 
world.  Significant threats to loggerheads in the SW Florida coast are 
examined and illustrated in examples of conservation research con-
ducted by Mote Marine Laboratory. 
 
Stock Enhancement Research in Fisheries Management – Nathan P. 
Brennan, Center for Fisheries Enhancement, Mote Marine Laboratory  
New Pass 2 | G ****HALF SESSION IN CONJUNCTION WITH ABOVE**** 

To alleviate pressure on wild stocks, researchers are investigating the 
feasibility of stocking hatchery-reared marine fishes as an additional 
fisheries management tool.  Research involves refining tagging and re-
lease technology, as well as understanding impacts on wild stocks, all 
while involving stakeholders in the decision making process. 
 

Session V 
4:10 - 5:00 PM Fish Forever – Dawn Miller-Walker and Jay Walker, Environmental 

Conservation Organization  
Fish Head | G, E, M, H, N 
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Hungry?  Want to hold a world record?  Love a thrill?  No matter what, 
fishing is fun!  People fish for many reasons.  Come see how you can 
use fishing to entice students to learn about math, science, reading, 
history, social studies, and physical education.  Turn your little fry into 
full grown schoolmasters (Lutjanus apodus)!  Learn to Fish Forever and 
how to conserve Fish Forever. 
 
Loggerhead Marinelife Center Virtual Field Trip:  Bringing Research 
and Rehabilitation into Your Classroom – Jennifer Royce and Carrie 
Murphy, Loggerhead Marinelife Center (Juno Beach, FL) 
Studio J | G, N, E, M, H 

The “Virtual Field Trip” program designed by the Loggerhead Marinelife 
Center Education Department helps educators utilize a resource for sea 
turtle research, rehabilitation, nesting information, and human impact 
issues on our marine environment.  Through hands-on activities that 
can be performed from information found on our website, educators and 
students will be able to manipulate nesting data, create a sea turtle res-
cue activity, and view injuries on sea turtles caused by human impacts. 
 
Fishing for Conservation:  Techniques to Increase Fish Survivabil-
ity – Richard Abrams, Division of Marine Fisheries Management  
Keating A | G, N, E, M, H, P 

This presentation will discuss various techniques and tools that recrea-
tional anglers can utilize while fishing to increase fish survivability.  
Catch and release topics will include fish handling, de-hooking tools, 
landing techniques, venting tools, and fish revival.  The use of circle 
hooks, pre-fishing techniques, and choosing the correct tackle will also 
be discussed during this session.  Free stuff and demonstrations of 
catch and release tools included. 
 
Life in the Salt Marsh:  Bringing Coastal Habitats into the Class-
room – Melissa Cain Nell, Manatee County Natural Resources  
Department  
New Pass 1 | G, N, M 

In the place between the tides, where the beach and sea meet, an      
incredible array of creatures flourish.  From tiny crabs to salt-filled sea 
purslane growing along the shore, salt marshes are a world of wonder.  
Explore the new “Life in the Salt Marsh” Teacher’s Guide and its lessons 
during this hand-on workshop.  Participants will receive a CD contain-
ing the 40-page “Life in the Salt Marsh” Teacher’s Guide and additional 
handouts. 
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Presenter Bios 
 

Richard Abrams, Environmental Administrator 
Division of Marine Fisheries Management 
Rich has designed and conducted aquatic education and angler outreach programs for the Division of Ma-
rine Fisheries Management since 1998.  He has also raised marine ornamental fish at a hatchery in Puerto 
Rico, conducted marine educational field trips in Virginia, Maryland, and Florida and has over 20 years ex-
perience collecting and maintaining marine organisms. 
 

Kim Bassos-Hull, Senior Biologist 
Mote Marine Laboratory 
Kim has worked in the Dolphin Research Program at Mote since 1990, studying dolphin populations along 
the west coast of Florida.  Kim is especially interested in outreach concerning conservation issues with ma-
rine mammals and working with students, engaging them to become involved.   
 

Melissa Cain Nell, Manager of Volunteer and Education Division 
Manatee County Natural Resources Department 
Melissa holds a Master’s Degree from NOVA University in Environmental Education and a Bachelor’s in Fine 
Arts/Biology from New College.  She is a Certified Interpretive Guide and has worked as an environmental 
educator for over 15 years, bringing her hands-on adventure learning technique to students across the state. 
 

Martha Campbell  
Florida Marine Aquaculture  
Martha will discuss the challenges and rewards involved in the cultivation of marine ornamentals.  The focus 
will address both fish and invertebrate species currently in production for the ornamental industry. 
 

Nicole Evans, K-12 Education Specialist 
Guana Tolomato Matanzas National Estuarine Research Reserve 
Nicole holds Biology (Grades 6-12) and Elementary (Grades K-6) Teaching Certifications.  She develops and 
teaches field-laboratory and outdoor learning opportunities, based on FCAT Big Ideas, for all school age chil-
dren. Her lessons involve current research, data collection methodology, and web-accessible authentic data 
set activities. 
 

Bryan Fluech, Collier County Sea Grant Extension Agent 
University of Florida Extension Service 
Bryan’s extension programs focus on sustainable fisheries, marine debris reduction, and marine education.  
He coordinates the Monofilament Recovery and Recycling Program for his county and works with anglers to 
minimize impacts from abandoned fishing line. 
 

Amber Gar 
Harbor Branch Oceanographic Institution 
Amber will discuss the fascinating life of the queen conch and will introduce classroom curriculum devel-
oped by Harbor Branch.  This presentation will provide information about the curriculum, suggest classroom 
projects, and demonstrate how to handle live conch. 
 

Kasey Gaylord-Opalewski, Distance Learning Coordinator 
Mote Marine Laboratory 
Kasey coordinates SeaTrek, Mote’s distance learning program that was created in 1996.  A pioneer in the 
educational videoconference field, SeaTrek extensively incorporates visual aids and media and has a sup-
porting content unit with lessons, labs, activities, and research projects for students.  These are all available 
at no charge on the SeaTrek website (www.seatrek.org), can be implemented in the classroom by teachers, 
and are aligned with Sunshine State Standards. 
 
Angie Golubovich, Education Coordinator 
Guana Tolomato Matanzas National Estuarine Research Reserve 
Angie has been involved in marine and environmental education for ten years. She has worked and volun-
teered with a variety of organizations including The Ocean Conservancy, NOAA's National Estuarine Re-
search Reserve System, Florida Aquarium, and the Pier Aquarium.  Angie educates the public about sustain-
able living practices, designs field studies for high school teachers, and plans public/ outreach events.  She 
also currently serves as the Northeast Regional Director of FMSEA.   
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Sara Hamilton, Environmental Affairs Specialist 
Florida Keys Electric Cooperative 
Prior to joining FKEC, Sara taught marine and environmental education for eight years.  She has an M.S. in 
Coastal Zone Management and Marine Biology from Nova Southeastern University.  Sara is the acting 
FMSEA Southeast Regional Director. 
 

Rosalyn Kilcollins, Coastal Training Program Coordinator 
Apalachicola National Estuarine Research Reserve 
Rosalyn provides training and technical assistance to decision-makers, including local officials, planners, 
consultants, non-profit organizations, eco-tour operators, and others.  Her job priorities are growth and land 
use, watershed planning and stormwater management, wastewater alternatives, coastal hazards, ecotour-
ism, and sustainable practices.  Rosalyn has served as FMSEA President, Panhandle Regional Director, and 
Conference Chair. 
 

Jeremy Lake, Program Coordinator 
Suncoast Earth Force 
Jeremy works with over fifty schools in Hillsborough, Pinellas, and Pasco Counties through Suncoast Earth 
Force, a not-for-profit service learning company based in Tampa Bay.  Suncoast Earth Force provides re-
sources, grant funding, and professional development for teachers.  Jeremy is also the current Secretary for 
the FMSEA Board. 
 

David Makepeace, Teacher 
Coral Shores High School 
David is a 36-year educator from the Keys.  Recognized by Florida Learn and Serve with its highest honor in 
2008, he is considered an authority in project-based service learning.  His students have been active in habi-
tat assessment and restoration since 1992.  David serves on the FKNMS Advisory Council.   
 

Carlos Martinez 
UF/IFAS 
Carlos will provide an overview of the aquaculture industry in general, including edible fish, clams, and alli-
gators, with emphasis on the ornamental industry, freshwater tropical fish, ornamental aquatic plants, ma-
rine ornamentals, and marine invertebrates.  Presentation will also discuss different culture techniques. 
 

Carol Matthews, Instructor and Author 
The Bolles School 
Carol heads the Marine Science program at The Bolles School in Jacksonville.  She has been teaching for 30 
years and is the author of three nationally-published laboratory manuals for secondary schools.  Her sum-
mer hobby for the past 10 years has been working as a tournament fishing judge. 
 

Megan Mertsock, Assistant Director of Education 
Dolphin Research Center 
Megan has been involved in different aspects of environmental education for the last 15 years.  Currently she 
is the Assistant Director of Education at the Dolphin Research Center and loving every minute of it. 
 

Sandy Mickey, Coordinator 
Florida Master Naturalist Program 
Sandy is the Florida Master Naturalist Program (FMNP) Coordinator. 
 

Dawn Miller-Walker & Jay Walker 
Environmental Conservation Organization 
Ten years of environmental education experience teaching principles of ecosystems; conservation; ethical 
angling; and other aspects of plant, animal, and aquatic biology. 
 

Carrie Murphy, Education Manager 
Loggerhead Marinelife Center 
Carrie graduated from Southampton College with a B.S. in marine biology.  She develops and teaches educa-
tional programs geared towards school-aged children.   
 

Cortney Ohs, Ph.D  
University of Florida 
Cortney will introduce a new curriculum (complete with written objectives, educational activities, and as-
sessments) that has been developed to provide middle and high school educators with six aquaculture mod-
ules.  These modules include fish, crustacean, and mollusk biology; extensive/intensive culture systems; 



water quality; nutrition; broodstock reproduction and hatchery culture; and harvesting, processing, and 
packaging.  Each module meets Sunshine State Standards. 
 

Charlie Powell, Teacher 
Venice High School 
Charlie has been teaching science classes for 39 years – all at Venice High School in Sarasota County.  He 
has B.A. and M.Ed. degrees from USF and is certified in the areas of biology and chemistry.  His under-
graduate degree had a special emphasis in marine science.  He is recognized by the school district as an ef-
fective classroom teacher who uses innovative methods and modern technology. 
 

Jennifer Royce, Education Director 
Loggerhead Marinelife Center 
Jennifer graduated from Eckerd College with a Bachelors of Science in marine biology.  She has been in edu-
cation in formal and informal settings for over 10 years. 
 

Portia Sapp 
Division of Aquaculture  
Portia will give an overview of aquaculture programs in schools throughout Florida.  This presentation will 
illustrate the types of systems, projects, and animals utilized in aquaculture-certified schools in Florida. 
 

Leslie Sturmer 
UF/IFAS 
Leslie will review clam farming in Florida, which supports over 500 small businesses in 12 coastal counties.  
She will also introduce educational tools in support of the industry that may have application in the class-
room. 
 

Sally Unser, Water Education Contractor 
St. Johns River Water Management District 
Sally had 10 years of experience in the national office of Project WET (Water Education for Teachers) before 
contracting with the St. Johns River Water Management District to do water resources education.  In this 
role, Sally works with teachers doing workshops on Project WET and The Great Water OdysseySM and as-
sists the district in distributing educational materials to the Florida public at events.  The presentation will 
represent educational materials from both the Indian River Lagoon and the lower St. Johns River. 
 

Kathy Vogel 
The Catalina Group 
Kathy will look at how state legislation and agency regulation affect Florida’s aquaculture industry and why 
it is important to keep informed of these ever-changing laws and rules. 
 

Jim Wharton, Vice-President, Education Division 
Marina Knapp, Chris Keller, Julianne Shabetai, Rachel Dawson, Kaliegh Hoyt Genny Casagrande, High 
School Interns  
Mote Marine Laboratory 
Jim is completing his term within the FMSEA President chain (elect, current, past) and is this year’s Confer-
ence Chair.  In addition to Mote, Jim has also worked for the Smithsonian Marine Station in Fort Pierce and 
the Oregon Coast Aquarium.  Marina, Chris, Julianne, Rachel, Kaliegh, and Genny are members of Mote’s 
High School Intern Alumni Program. 
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Exhibitors 
 

Please visit the Exhibitors below in our Exhibit Hall, located in New Pass North in Keating.  Exhibit 
Hall hours are on Saturday from 10:00 AM to 4:30 PM. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
FMSEA Board 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 Camp Bayou  Creative Handcrafts 

 Current Publishing Corporation  Dolphin Research Center 

 Florida Aquaculture Association  Florida Master Naturalist Program 

 Florida Public Archeology Network  Harbor Branch Oceanographic 
Institute at FAU 

 MATE Center  Nature’s Academy 

 SeaCamp  St. Johns River Water Management 
District 

President - 2008-09 
E. Howard Rutherford 
The Pier Aquarium 
800 2nd Avenue, NE Ste. 2001 
St. Petersburg, FL  33701-
3503 
(727)895-7437x202 W 
(727)894-1212  Fax 
hrutherford@pieraquarium.org 
 
President Elect– 2008-09 
Leslie Sprague 
Caribbean Conservation Corp. 
8385 S. Hwy A1A 
Melbourne Beach, FL  32951 
(321)723-3556 
leslie@cccturtle.org  
 
Secretary - 2008-09 
Jeremy Lake 
Suncoast Earth Force 
9214 Knights Branch Street 
Temple Terrace, Fl 33637 
Email: JLake@Earthforce.org 
Phone: (813) 494-7619 
 
 
Treasurer - 2007-10 
Kathy Russell 
85121 Tinya Road 
Yulee, FL  32097 
(904)277-7350  W 
(904)225-9280  H/Fax 
krussty1@comcast.net 

Membership Secretary - 
2006-09 
BJ Viers 
1042 Big Pine Key 
Atlantic Beach, FL  32233 
(904)247-5973  W 
(904)247-5976  Fax 
bchguynfla@aol.com 
 
 
Newsletter Editor 
Laura Diederick 
Smithsonian Marine Station 
701 Seaway Drive 
Fort Pierce, FL  34949 
(772)465-3271   W 
diederick@.si.edu 
 
NMEA Representative 
Jim Wharton 
Mote Marine Laboratory 
1600 Ken Thompson Pkwy 
Sarasota, FL  34236 
(941)388-4441 x 474  W 
(941)388-4312  Fax 
jimwharton@mote.org 
 
Past President - 2008-09  
Jim Wharton 
Mote Marine Laboratory 
1600 Ken Thompson Pkwy 
Sarasota, FL  34236 
(941)388-4441 x 474  W 
(941)388-4312  Fax 
jimwharton@mote.org 

Panhandle - 2008-10 
Rich Abrams 
FWC - Marine Fisheries 
2590 Executive Center Cr. 
Berkley Bldg, Ste. 204 
Tallahassee, FL  32301 
(850)488-6058 x 224  W 
(850)528-5487  Cell 
rich.abrams@myfwc.com 
 
North - 2008-10 
Hugh Adkins 
Crystal River Marine Station 
12646 W Fort Island Trail 
Crystal River, FL  34428 
(352)795-4393 W 
adkinsh@citrus.k12.fl.us 
 
Northeast - 2007-09 
Angie Golubovich 
Guana Tolomato Matanzas - 
NERR 
505 Guana River Rd. 
Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 
(904) 823-4500 W 
Angie.Golubovich@dep.state.fl.us 
 
West Central - 2008-10 
Lauren Tyler 
The Florida Aquarium 
701 Channelside Drive 
Tampa, FL  33602 
(813)367-4017 W 
Ltyler@flaquarium.org 

East Central - 2007-09 
Edgar Comellas 
SeaWorld Orlando 
Orlando, FL   
(407)363-2394 W 
Edgar.Comellas@SeaWorld.com 
 
Southwest - 2008-09 
Sara Hamilton 
Florida Keys Electric Coop 
Key Largo, FL  
(305)852-2431 x 276 W 
(305) 360-7727 Cell 
srhamilton24@yahoo.com 
 
Southwest - 2007-09 
Tim Oldread 
Mote Marine Laboratory 
1600 Ken Thompson Pkwy 
Sarasota, FL  34236 
(941)388-4441 x 369 
(941)388-2174 Fax 
Tim.oldread@mote.org 
 
Historian 
Carol Leonard 
7228 Sunnybrook Blvd. 
Englewood, FL  34224 
(941)473-3292  H 
(941)474-7702  W 
(561)736-1736  Fax 
clams@sunline.net 
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Conference Committee 

Chair:   Jim Wharton 

Concurrent Sessions:  Tim Oldread  

  Amy Fleischer  

Registration/Hospitality:  Jeremy Lake  

 Lauren Tyler  

Food: Miranda Wrobel  
Lodging:  Jim Wharton  

Transportation: Amy Fleischer  

Field Trips:  Brad Tanner  

 Miranda Wrobel 

Speakers:      Jim Wharton  

Entertainment/Events:   Jim Wharton 

      Edgar Comellas 

Silent Auction:  Howard Rutherford  

      Leslie Sprague  

Exhibits: Diane Lavarello  

Publications & Signage: Laura Diederick  

Technology: Jason Robertshaw  

Mote Research Liason: Kim Bassos-Hull  

Volunteers: Toni Borman 

FMSEA thanks everyone that helped make this event possible: 
 
Sponsors: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Supporters: 

Helmsley Sandcastle  •  Logical Choice Technologies  •  Michaels on East 


	Important Conference Information
	Your name badge is required for entry into concurrent session, exhibit areas and other conference-related activities.  Please wear it at all conference events. On Sunday, your name badge will get you free admission into Mote Aquarium!
	Election ballots are included in each registration packet.  Please be sure to turn your ballot in by 4:30 PM on Saturday.  Election results will be announced at the banquet Saturday evening.
	Auction items may be dropped off at the registration table.  If you haven’t already done so, please be sure to submit a donation form with your auction item(s).  All items must be received by noon on Saturday. 
	Event tickets are required for several activities throughout the weekend including Friday social, Saturday lunch, and Saturday banquet.  Please bring tickets with you to the event. 
	Free wireless internet access is available to conference participants in the Keating Building.  The password for access is FMSEA.
	FMSEA is on Twitter! We'll be posting new developments, logistical tweaks, and helpful tips all intended to help you make the most of your Conference experience. Follow our 'micro-blog' all weekend and you won’t miss out on a moment!

Follow us at http://twitter.com/fmsea, and make sure you enable your mobile updates.
	Questions?  FMSEA Board Members and Conference Committee Members are wearing colored ribbons on their nametags.  If you have any questions or concerns throughout the conference, please don’t hesitate to ask! 
	The Florida Marine Science Educators Association (FMSEA) is a chapter of NMEA and provides a network for marine educators working together to coordinate and expand marine education, communication and interaction.  FMSEA members receive the Littoral Drift, a quarterly newsletter which contains information on educational workshops and conferences, teaching aids and resources, regional news and other articles of interest.  In addition, FMSEA sponsors an annual Student Project Award for middle, and high school students and offers scholarships to teachers to help them continue their professional development.  In conjunction with the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission, FMSEA hosts Marine/Aquatic Collecting Certification Workshops throughout the state.  Visit FMSEA online at www.fmsea.org. 
	Sessions at a Glance
	Carrie graduated from Southampton College with a B.S. in marine biology.  She develops and teaches educational programs geared towards school-aged children.  
	Jennifer graduated from Eckerd College with a Bachelors of Science in marine biology.  She has been in education in formal and informal settings for over 10 years.
	Exhibitors
	FMSEA Board
	Conference Committee
	Chair: 		Jim Wharton
	Concurrent Sessions:		Tim Oldread 
			Amy Fleischer 
	Registration/Hospitality: 	Jeremy Lake 
		Lauren Tyler 
	Lodging: 	Jim Wharton 
	Transportation:	Amy Fleischer 
	Field Trips: 	Brad Tanner 
		Miranda Wrobel
	Silent Auction: 	Howard Rutherford 
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